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An EXPLANATION of the SCHEME. 

T H E fcale numbered ico, 20 o, &c. reprefents a 
line of time, from the beginning of the chriiVian 
Mr*, to the year 2000 ; and thefe numbers exprefs fo 
many years. 

The 7 fcrolls, reprefent fo many views of the book 
or fcroll, that was fealed with feven feals ; and every 
opening diminilhes the fcroll, and the number of the 
feals to be opened. The doted lines from the opened 
feals to the fcale, point at the times they were opened ; 
and thofe from the trumpets point at the times they 
begin to found. The Seals are here fuppofed to be o- 
pened as follows. 

The 1. in the year 33. When the New Teftament 
difpenfation, opened a manifeftation of divine light ; 
which, it is expected, will fpread with increaling 
brightnefs in times of the vials, till the earth be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the fea. 

The 2. in the year 73. When Jerufalem was de- 
ftroyed and the Jews difperfed. But their return may 
be expetted in the time of the vials. 

The 3. about the year 166. When the fufferings of 
the witnefl’es, which had been very great about 139* 
came to be more open, general and fevere. 

The 4. about the year 238. When the Homan Em- 
pire, which had declined fail: from 190 had vifible 
figns of its approaching fall. 

The 5. about the year 262. When the blood of the 
faints cried loud for vengeance on their persecutors, 
who had increafed their feverity after the year 250. 
And this cry will get a return in the time of the vials, 
compare Rev. vi. jo. with Rev. xvi. 5, 6. 

The 6. about the year 313 When the heathen pow- 
er in the Roman Empire, which had declined fometime 
before, was overthrown by the victory of Conftantine. 

The 7. about the year 331. When heathenifm, which 
had been falling fart from 313, was abolilhed by the 
imperial law. 

The feven Trumpets follow the feventhfeal, and are 
fuppofed to begin to found as follows. 

The 1 in the year 395. After which Alaric with 
the Huns &c. like a thunder itortn over ran the Roman 
Empire as Rev. viii. 7. 

The 2. about the year. 430. After which Atila, 8 c c- 
confumed the Empire ; as Rev. viii. 8. 

The 3. about the year 476 W r hen 'he emperial dig- 
nity fell in the weltcrn Empire , as liev, viii, 1 c. 
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The 4. about th« year 569. When the fenate of Rome 
was aboli/hed, which darkened the -Glory of the Em- 
pire ; as Rev. viii. 12. 

The y. about the year 71 T, When the dsrknefs of 
iitpperftttion .had greatly encreafed, and the Saracen 
armies were very formidable ; as Rev. ix. a, j* 

The 6. about the year 1057. When the Turks took 
Bagdad, and carried their arms againft the chriftians ; 
as Rev. ix. 15. — j8. 

The 7. about the year 18 11. When it is poffiblethe 
events foretold Rev. xi. ij. may begin to take place. 

The Vials are here fuppofed to be poured out after 
the fevepth trumpetbegins to found ; The firft Vial is 
poured upon the Earth Rev. xvi. 11. out of which the 
lad Beall had rifeft. Rev. xiii. II. The fecond Vial is 
poured upon the fea, Rev. xvt 3. The third upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters. Rev. xvi, 4.. The fourth 
upon the fun, Rev, xvi. 8. The fifth upon the feat of 
the fecond Bead, Rev. xvi, 10. This Beall had rifen 
out of the fea, Rev. xiii 1. and the great whore which 
fits upon this bead, it faid to fit on many waters. Rev. 
xvii. i.fo that the fea, into which this Vial is poured 
Snay be confidered as the feat of this beall. The fixth 
3 s poured upon the great river Euphrates, Rev. xvi i?« 
The.feventh is poured into the air, Rev. xvi. 17 it is 
therefore placed high ; and being the lall of the lad 
plagues, may refer to the lad judgment which is be- 
yond the limits of this worlds duration, and is there- 
fore placed without the lines of this representation. 
And as the duration of this world is quite unknown to 
us, a part of the fcale is left unnumbered. 

The moodrous Bead with feven heads, and feven 
crowns upon its he%ds, reprefents the great red Dra- 
gon Rev. xti. 3. The fird head, which is that of a 
crocodile reprefents the kingdom of A£g) pt. The 2d. a 
ferpent, Aflyria. The 3d. a lion Babylon. The 4th. a 
bear., Perfia. The 5th. a leopard, Greece. The 6tb. a 
dragon, Rome. The 7th. a leopard with ten boms, the 
Roman Empire dividing under the lad head. Five of 
thefe were fallen, at the time of the vifion, and the la/fc 
was not then come. Rev. xvii. jo. 

The bead with the crowns upon its horns, reprefents 
the bead like a leopard, Rev. xiii.t 1. The heads of 
this are the fame with the former ; only fix are fallen, 
& the crowns are transferee! from theheads totbe horns. 

The other reprefents the bead like a Lamb or Sheep. 
Rev. xiii. 11. 
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A D ISSERT ATI ON &c. 

7 ' HAT the things which are revealed y belong 
-* to us and to our children , can admit of no 
controvcrfy ; and that the things contained 
in that book, which, in particular , is called 
the Revelation of Jefus Chrijl, belongs to all, 
and efpecially to thofe who profefs to be his 
difciples, can as little be doubted. That all 
are concerned in the things revealed in this 
book of Revelation, is molt evident ; fince the 
difpenfations of mercies and judgements, both 
refpecting the world and the church, are there- 
in particularly reprefented. And it feems to 
be a criminal neglect in thofe who profefs a love 
to Chrill:, to be inattentive to the things which 
he recommends in a fpecial manner to their 
attention. Has he employed the miniftry of 
an angel and an apoftle to fhew thefe things 
to us * j and will we take no notice of them ? 
Has he allured us of a bleffing, if we read, and 
hear, and keep the things that are revealed in 
this book f ; and will we be at no pains to 
learn what thefe things are ? How condefend- 
ing, how engaging, and how pathetic is his 
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addrefs ? I Jef us have fent mine angel to tejlify 
unto you thcfe things in the churches ; I am the 
root and the offspring of Davids the bright and 
the morning far. Rev. xxii. 1 6. 

The importance of thefe things, is alfo fet 
forth to us, from -what is threatened againft 
thole who fhall either add to, or diminilh 
from them. For , he fays , I tejlify unto every 
man that beareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book , If any man fhall add unto thefe things , 
God Jhd.ll add unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book ; and if any man Jhall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy , God 
Jhall take away bis part out of the book of life y 
and out of the holy city . Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

This awful threatening ought not only to 
make every one careful not to corrupt the 
text, but alfo not to pervert the fenfe. 

While, therefore, we carefully read, we 
ought fervently to pray, for the illuminations 
of the Holy Spirit; to lead us into all truth 
and difpofe our hearts to the love thereof. 

In the following differtation it is not intend- 
ed to affume a dominion over the faith of 
any, or to impofc the fenfe there given as in- 
fallibly certain ; but to offer fuch obfervations, 
as, by the blefling of God, may be ufeful, in 
affording fome afliftance, to thofe who wifli 
to be acquainted with the important events, 
revealed in this too much neglected book. 

Our attention to the things revealed in this 
Book, may be further engaged, from the 
clear and (hiking reprefentations that are giv- 
en therein, of the perfonal gloiy, and univer- 
fal adminiftration of Jefus Chrift. He exprefs- 
ly declares, that he is ‘The root and offspring of 



David *. The Alpha and Omega , the firfl and 
the lafi f. And The beginning of the creation 
of God J. Thpfe being the declarations of him 
who is the true and faithful w itnefs, we may be- 
lieve upon thefureft teftimony; that he exift- 
ed before David ; that he is thefirft and thelaft, 
in all divine agency in or upon creatures, and 
that he is the beginning of the creation of 
God; fo that he is before all things , being 
the firft born of every creature §. He is al- 
fo declared to be the prince of the kings of the 
earth || ; which clearly proves his iuprema- 
cy over t^em, though they and their rulers 
have combined to rebel againft him^[. His u- 
nivcrfal adminiftration is alfo clearlyreprefent- 
ed, by the fimilitude of a Lamb that had been 
flain, taking the fealed book and opening the 
feals; or difpenfing the mercies and judg- 
ments, both to the church and the world, 
which are fignified by the fimilitudes, which 
the apoftle faw at the opening of the feverai 
feals ; &c. And alfo by the fimilitude of one 
whofe name is called the Word of God, going 
forth upon a white horfe, followed by the ar- 
mies of heaven, having on hi$ vefture and on 
his thigh a name written, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords ; and overcoming all who op- 
pofe his government. 

Thus the fon of God is fet forth as a vic- 
torious conquerer, a leader and commander, 
vefted with all power, having the key* of hell 
and of death; endued with all wifdom and 

• Rev. sxii. 16. f Rev. u n. $ Rev. iii. 14* 
l Col. i. 15, 7. || Rev. i. 5* f PfaU ii. a* Rev* 
*?ii. 14. 
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knowledge, fo as to fearch the hearts and 
try the reins; and aCting according to the 
the moft perfect juftice andrighteoufnefs, both 
to thofe who prdfefs to obey him, and thofe 
who openly rebel againft him; for he fays. 
Rev. 2. 23. All the churches Jhall know that I 
am he that Jearcheth the reins and hearts , and 1 
will give unto every one of you according to your 
works . And Rev. 19. 11. In rigbteoufnefs he 
doth judge and make war . 

. As fome of the events reprefented in this 
Book of Revelation, muft have begun at the 
beginning of the New Teft ament difpenfa- 
tion, and as they all follow one another in a 
conftant chain of fucceflion, many of the e- 
vents which were then predictions, are now 
hiftorical facts. Should we therefore be fo 
happy as to difeover the juft agreement be- 
tween the fimilitudes, and the facts that have 
taken place, down to our own time, we might 
thereby be led to fee what part of the prophe- 
cy we are under, and alfo to more juft appre- 
henfions of the fignification of the fimilitudes 
that refpect events yet to come. 

How far what is here offered, may contri- 
bute to thefe ends, muft be left to the judg- 
ment of thofe w ho apply themfelvesto the ftu- 
dy of thefe things; and to time, the beft in- 
terpreter of prophecy. 

The opening of the Seals, appear to fignify 
the manifeftation of certain events, refpecting 
the church and the world, which were to be 
brought about by the admin iftration of Chrift 
under the New Teft ament difpenfation ; for 
they are opened by the Lamb that had been 
Haim 
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The First Seal* 

The opening of the firft Seal, and what appear* 
ed thereupon, is defcribed Rev. \i. i, a. 

And f faw when the Lamb opened one of the Seals ^ 
and l heard one of the four hiving creatures * fay ing, 
as the voice cf thunder ; come and fee* And / looked ,* 
and behold a white horfe , and he that fat upon him- 
had a bo w, and a crown was given unto him ; and he 
went firth conquering , and that he might conquer. 

The White Horfe here appears to be an emblem 
of a merciful difpenfation ; and he who fat on this 
Horfe feems to be Jesus Christ, who conduced 
that light and falvation which went forth by the- 
preaching of the ,Apoftles after they were filled* 
with the Holy Spirit at the day of Pentecoft. > 
The bow, an emblem of ftrength, may fignify that 7 
power by which he is able to fubdue all things to? 
himfelf; asPhilp. iii. 21. and the crown that was- 
given to him, may fignify the gift of all regal 1 
power, and authority to judge and execute judg- 
ment j as Matth. xxviii. 18. John. v. 22, 27 
His going forth conquering , may fignify the fuccefs- 
of the gofpel in the apoftolic age; and the words, 
that he might conquer , may intimate, that the great 
conquefts then made by the extraordinary mani- 
feftation of divine power, in that difpenfation/ 
was for the convincing of the world, and to bring 

— ■ ■ — t 

| # I have rendered the word £oc*r living creatures } 

as it is Ezek. i. 5, 13, 14. &c. and as it fhould be rendered) 
I think, where ever it occurs. It is different from th$ 
word 3 -jj fivr rendered beads Rev. vi. 8. which in th^ 
lingular is rendered bead Rev. xiii-l, II. and xvji. 3. &q p 
When in any other inftance f intentionaly vjry from the 
common reading it is becaufe 1 think it not l'o literal al 
that which 1 fet down. 
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all nations to the obedience of faitn ; agreeable to 
the prayer of our Lord, John xvii. 2r, 23. the de- 
iign of his fending the holy fpirit, John. xvi. 8. 
and the intent of the gofpel. Rom. i. 5. . and xvi. 26. 

It may be obferved, however, that though the 
the apoftle faw a crown given to him that fat on 
the horfe, he does not fay that he faw it on his 
head ; whereas when he had a vifion of Chrift a- 
gain fitting on a White Horfe, after the refurrec- 
tion of the witneffes, he fays, on his head were 
many crowns. Rev. xix. 12. Thefe different appear- 
ances do very plainly indicate ; that though all 
kingly dignity was given to Chrift by the Father, 
yet his fubjefts did not then put it upon his head, 
by acknowledging him as head over all things to 
thechurch, and fo forming themfelves into a The- 
ocracy, or under a divine governmcnt,for the ma- 
nagement of their civil as well as religious con- 
cerns; but that after a train of fufferings, and the 
rifing of the funofrighteoufnefs with healing in his 
wings, they will have fuch views of the kingly 
dignity, power, and authority of Chrift, through 
all the variety and vaft extent of created beings, 
that they will put as it were many crpwns upon 
his head, by acknowledging his univerfal fupre- 
piacy,.in all his dominions every where. 

That there was a defect in the church, with 
refpect to the management of their civil differ- 
ences, and that they were faulty for going to 
the heathen rulers to get thefe differences fettled 
Is moft evident, from 1 Cor. vi. 1 — 6. And as 
they were defective in not afferting the civil fu- 
Jtfemacy of Chrift as they fhould have done ; fo 
they fopA fuffered him to be robbed of the eccle- 
fiaftic fupremacy alfo ; for after the Emperor Con- 
ftantine declared in favQur of Cluiftianity, be 


affumed a headfhip ("over the churth, which ha$ 
continued to be exfcrcifed either by kings or 
popes, over all eftablifhed churches ever fince. 

But notwithftanding this and other defects, 
and the working of the myftery of iniquity, even 
in the apoftolic age ; yet the light of divine truth 
through the mercy of God fpread to an amazing 
extent in a very ihort time ; though its progrefs 
was oppofed by moft cruel perfecutions. And 
though its brightnefs has been obfeured, and Us 
extenfion ftraitened, by the apoftacy ; it* light 
has never been extinguished, but ftill fhines, and 
will at length fpread with encreafing brightnefs 
through all the earth. Ifa. xi. 9. 

This feal appears therefore to have been open* 
cd about the year 33. * and its effects will run 
through all time, into eternity. 

The Second Seal. Rev vi. 3, 4. 

And when he had opened the fecond feal , I heard 
the fecond living creature , fay, come and fee . And 
there went out another horfe that was red , and to 
him that fat thereon , it was given or permitted , to 
take peace from the earth , that they might kill one 
another , and a great fword was given unto him . 

The horfe that goes forth at the opening of 


* The Apoftle’s feeing this vifion about 63 years after, 
can be no proof that the opening of tl)jU seal did not 
refpeft the opening of the New Tedament aifpenfation, a- 
ny more than the prophet Daniel feeing four great beads a-* 
rife, long afrer the rife of the Babylonian Empire, can 
be a proof that none ofthefe Beads represented that Ena 
pi* e « The Apodle John faw the Lamb take the book, an 
weii as open the feais ; it may therefore as well befaid 
that Chrift did not begin his adminidration till after John 
faw this vifion, as tfiat be opened none of the feais till 
after that dots. 
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this feal, being called another , may indicate that 
a difpcnfation of another kind than the former 
was thereby lignified ; and that the events were 
effected by another influence. The former was a 
manifeiiation of love mercy and peace, in the 
hearts and actions of the followers of the Lamb, 
under the influence of the fpirit of God ; but 
this a manifeiiation of hatred, cruelty, and war, 
in the followers of the beaft, under the influence 
of the fpirit of the world. The firft horfe was 
white, a proper emblem of mercy and peace ; the 
fecond red, a linking emblem of cruelty and war. 

He who fat on the white horfe is the prince of 
peace, the great reconciler of all things ; but he 
who fits on the red horfe takes peace from the 
earth, that they might kill one another. And 
the great fword that was given to him that fat 
on the red horfe, may lignify the great daughter, 
that was made by the agency of what is repre- 
fented thereby. 

The fimilitudes which were feen by the apofr 
tle when the fecond Seal was opened, appear 
therefore to reprefent the war that took place 
between the Jews and the Romans, between the 
years 66. ^nd 139. Both Jews and Gentiles had 
been favoured with a dil'penfation of the gofpel 
of peace, the word of reconciliation had been 
miniftered unto both ; but inftead of fubmitting 
thereto, bot^ they and their rulers had not only 
concurred in crucifying the Lord of glory, but 
had alfo embrued their hands in the blood of the 
ambafTadors of peace, whom he fent to declare to 
them the glad tidings of falvation. Therefore, 
as thofe who will not receive the truth in love 
that they may be faved, are fuffered in the right- 
eous judgment of God to believe a lie to their 
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own deftrafHon ; fo, when they did not receive 
the meffage of peace, they were alfo left to de- 
ftroy one another with wars and lightings. And 
from whence come thefe ? Not from God, but 
the lulls that war in the hearts of men. Jam. iv. t. 

This feal appears to have been opened about 
the year 73 when Jerufalem was deftroyed ; and 
the effect of this leal, the difperfion of thejews, 
will likely continue till the time of the pouring 
out of the lixth vial. 

The Third Seal. Rev. vi. 5. 6. 

And •when he had opened the third feal, I heard 
the third living creature, jay, come and fee • And I 
looked and behold a black horj'e , and be that fat upon 
him had a pair of balances in his hand . And / heard 
a voice in the midjt of the living creatures, faying, a 
meafure of wheat for a penny , and three meafures of 
barley for a penny, and hurt not thou the wine and 
the oil. - 

The Black horfe that goes forth at the open- 
ing of this feal, is a fit emblem of a dark difptn- 
fation, and the balances may w ell represent, the 
persecutions by which the faith and patience of 
the faints were put to a nioft open trial ; and it 
may alfo reprefent the word of God, the balance 
of the fancluary in w’hich all the actions of men 
will be w eighed. Thefe fimilitudes appears, there- 
fore, to reprefent the afflicting, and trying perfe- 
cutions w hich the faithful fuffered between the 
year 139 and 190. Not that their fufierings be- 
gan and ended within this period ; but that in 
this period they came to be more open, general 
and fevere, and their doctrine and practice came 
to a more open trial, by the controverfies that 
took place between Cluittianand heathen writers. 
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Within this period alfo, between 160 and 180 
in the reign of Aurelius, fome very dark and dif- 
aftrous events- befei the Roman Empire. 

4 A raging peftilcnce fpreading terror and de- 
4 folation through all parts of the weftern world ; 
4 earthquakes, and inundations, fuch as had ne- 

* ver before happened ; the products of the earth 

* throughout all Italy deftroyed by locufts ; all 
‘the barbarous nations furrounding the Empire, 

* the Germans the Sarmatians, the Quadi, the 
4 Marcomanni, taking advantage of its various 

* calamities, and making their irruptions even in- 

* to Italy itfelf. The priefts doing all they could 
c to put a flop to the miferies of the flate, by at- 

* tempting to appeafe the gods ; vowing and of- 

* fering numberlefs facrifices ; To crown the 

* whole, thefe enthufiafts, afcribing the dif- 

* trefles of the flate to the impieties of the chrifl- 

* ians alone ; fo that a violent perfecution was 

* feen raging in all parts of the Empire : in 
4 which Juftin Martyr, and St. Polycarp, bifhop 

* of Smyrna, and an infinite number of others 
4 fuffered About the fame time apoligies had 
been written in favour of the chriflian religion 
and the arguments of the heathen philofopners 
againfl it, refuted ; for among others, JufUnus, 

* a man in learning and philofophy excellent ; 
4 and a great defender of the Chriflian religion, 
4 who firfl exhibited unto the emperor, and to the 
4 fenate a book or apology in defence of the chrifl- 
4 ians, and afterwards himfelf died a Martyr, — 
4 thro* the malicious means and crafty circumven* 
4 tion of Crefcetw. This Crefcens was a philofo- 
4 pher, whom, becaufe Juftinus had reproved in 


•Goidftnisb’s Hiftory, p. 274. 
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open /audience, and had born away the victo- 

* ry of the truth which he defended ; he there- 
4 fore, as much as in him lay, did work and pro- 
c cure unto him this crown of martyrdom f/ 

Melito Bifhop of Sardius, in an apology to the 
emperor Marcus Aurelius Verus, reprefents the Of- 
ferings of the faithful to be far greater than they 
had been before; for he lays, 4 . The godly peo- 
4 pie greived by reafon of edicts which were pu- 

* blillied throughout all Afia, and never before 
4 practifed, and now fuffer perfecution : For im- 
4 pudent fycophants, and greedy gapers after 
4 other mens goods, having gotten occalion 
4 through thefe proclamations, openly rob and 
4 fpoil, day and night, fuch, as commit no ttef- 
4 pafs at all. * Eufeb. Hijl- lib. 4. Ch, 25. 

The fame hiflorian, Proem to lib . 5. fays 4 And 
4 then was the feventeenth year of Antonius Verm 
4 theemperor, in which time perlecutionincreafing 
4 againft us in all parts of the world. * 

That the chriftians about this time fuffered 
new and extraordinary tortures, appeal's alfo from 
a letter from the French fufferers to their breth- 
ren in Alia ; where among other things they fay, 
4 And when as now, there remained no punilh- 
4 ment unpraftifed, at lengththey applied unto the 
4 tendcreft parts, plates of brafs glowing 

* hot, and above all they patiently fullered the 

4 iron chair, wherein their bodies boiled as in a 
4 frying pan. ■ — Eufeb . Hifi. lib'. 5. Ch. 1. 

Such fevere and general fufferings, was a dark 
difpenfation, and might well be reprefented by a 
black horfe; and fuch extrordinary trials, might 
be fitly reprefented by a balance, or pair of bal- 


f tiift, of the Tcd perfection*, p, 6$, 




( }6 ) 

ances, by which the faith and love of the faints 
was feen to be real and fubftantial. 

A voice being heard among the living creatures , 
may alfo indicate that this feal relates chiefly to 
the Church ; thefe being the fame with the Che- 
rukims or Seraphims , which were alway placed in 
the fancluary, the emblem of the church, where 
God dwells and manifefts his prefence. And 
this voice anouncing, a meafure of wheat for a 
penny, and three meafures of barley for a penny'; 
may denote, that fuflicient provifion was made 
for the fpiritual nouriftiment and fupport of the 
faithful in the thefe trying times. The meafure 
and value being alfo fpecified, may likewife de- 
note, the exact proportion in which Chrift admi- 
nifters fupplies to his people, according to the la- 
bour he requires them to perform. And a par- 
ticular charge being given not to hurt the wine 
and the oil, may indicate that the confolations of 
divine grace, and the the influences of the holy 
fpirit, by which the foul is made to rejoice and 
fhine in holinefs, was not to be hurt, but rather 
promoted by thefe trials. 

This feal may be conlidered as being fully o- 
pened, about 1 66. and the effects of it, the tri- 
als of the faithful, increafed till near the fall of 
the heathen power in the Roman Empire, fince 
which time they have much diminifhed, but will 
not likely be quite ended tiU the time of the 
vials. 


The Fourth Seal. Rev. vi. 7, 8. 

And when he had opened the fourth feal, / beard 
the voice of the fourth living creature , fayinr , Come 
and fee , And l looked , and behold a pale horje , and 
his name that fat. on him was death, and hell follow • 



id with him; and power -was given to them over the 
fourth part of tbs earth , to kill with fword , and 
with hunger , and with death, and with the beajls of 
the earth. 

The pale or yellow horfe is a fit emblem of a 
difpenfation, portending the defclution, of what it 
was to afreet ; and death fitting thereon, rtiay d > 
note, that thereby an end would be put to the cx- 
iltence of the then political ftate of the Homan 
Empire. And th : s is e xpre fsly faid to be by the 
four great judgments, which are alio mentioned 
Ezek. xiv. 21. 

The fourth of the Earth , upon which thefc a- 
gents w „ e to a cl, appears to be a diftinguifhing 
character of the Roman empire, as deferibed in 
the prophecy of Daniel, where it is called the 
fourth Kingdom upon the earth, Dan. vii. 23- 

The events that agree with the opening of this 
feal appeal's to have happened between 190 and 
260. when the decline of the Empire became ma- 
jiifeft, by the open violation of its laws and cuf* 
toms, inteftine divifions, and foreign invafions. 

The emperor Pertinax being murdered about 
the year J93, 4 Thefoldiers, made proclamation 
4 that they would fell the empire to whoever 
4 would purchafe it at the higheft price, — Dedius 

* who produced immenfe fums of ready money 

* prevailed, • * Dedius was killed in the 5 th 

4 month by the orders of his fucceflbr Severn s. — 
4 he defeated his competitors Neger and Albinus; 
4 degraded the fenate; and after an able but del- 
1 4 potic reign of 18 years, died at york A. D. 21 1. 

1 4 Caracalla, his fon, murdered his brother Geta, 

4 and exercifed the moil horrid cruelties, j * 

- " * h 1 Hi. .. *4 . .u ^ i w ■ i n 1 

# G. Hill. p. 280. \ Sum. of Gc». Sc Hift. 

c 


.{ 18 ) 

* During the reign of this execrable tyrant, 
4 which continued fix years, the empire was eve- 
4 ry day declining; the foldiers M ere entire maft- 

* ers oi every election ; and as there were vari- 

* ous armies in different parts, fo there 

* were as many interefts all oppofite to each o- 
4 f her {. ' And about A. D. 255. * The upper 
4 Germans and other northern nations, began to 

* pour down immenfe fwarms of people, upon 

* the more fouthern parts of the empire. They 
4 pa(Ted the Rhine and the Danube with fury, that 
4 all Italy was thrown into the moft extreme con* 
6 ftcrnation ||. 9 About A. D, 251. 4 There was 
4 a dreadful plague that laftvd for fif f . r n years 

* together; which — went through moft of the 

4 provinces of the Roman Empire; And there 

4 was a famine alfo; — After which it was frequent 
4 for the wild beafts to ravage and to break into 
4 the very cities *.* Thefe events feem very 
plainly and fully to agree with the fimilitudcs 
that were feen at the opening of this leal. 

This fourth feal rtiay therefore be confidercd 
as fully opened about the year 238 ; and the ef- 
fect thereof, the total fall of the Roman Empire, 
appears to have been fully accomplifhed under 
the fourth trumpet, when the fenatc was abolifh- 
ed, which was one of the firfl parts of the Roman 
conflitution and the laft that was deftroyed ; fo 
that like the heart in the human frame, it lived 1 
longeft though it had often been fubjcct to pal- 
pitations. 

The Fifth Seal. Rev. vi. 9. 'o 11. 

And when he had opened the fifth feal I faw under 

^ Gold iimi ill’s Rom. Iiift. p. 2 $S* 

'* Annot. on ;hc t\cv. p. *,6. 
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altar, the fouls of them that were flam, for the 
word of God, and for the teflimony which they held. 
And they cried with a loud voice, faying. How long 
0 Lord, Holy and true will thou not judge and avenge 
ou r blood on them that dwell on the earth. And white 
robes were given to each of them, and it was faid to 
them that they Jhould rejl yet a little feafon until it 
Jhould be fulfilled, and their fellow fervants , and their 
brethren jhcald be killed even as they. 

The fimilitudes that appear at the opening of 
this feal, are an altar, and under it the fouls of 
the martyrs. The altar here feems to fignify, 
what was typified by the altar of burnt offerings, 
at the bottom of which the blood of the faerifi- 
ces was to be poured, and on which the facred 
fire was always to burn ; it may therefore figni- 
fy Jefus Chtift through whom believers prefen t 
themfelves living facrifices, holy and acceptable 
to God, having all their defilements purged a- 
way, and their natures changed by the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, fignified by the fire, upon the 
altar. The fouls of the witnefl’es who were (lain, 
being under the altar, may fignify the r<ft and 
fafety they enjoy under the protection of Chrift, 
who will exalt them to a glorious reigh with 
Iiinifelf; as it is faid, ^ Tim. ii. 12. If we fujfer, 
we Jhall alfo reign with him. Their crying with a 
loud voice may fignify that their number was 
great and their prayer fervent, or that their blood 
cried loud for vengeance. And their being com- 
manded to reft yet a little feafon, till their brethren 
fliould be killed even as they, feems to denote, 
that there w'ere others to be killed as they had 
been, before the vengeance of God fhould take 
place upon their perfecutors. 

From thefe circumftunces it would feem, that 
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the opening of this feal was after many had been 
Jlain by heathen powers, and before the lad of 
thefe perfections was ended ; confequenily be- 
tween the years 250. & 303. After the year 250. 
the perfection of the faithful feems dill to have 
increafed, for in the reign of Decius, Dionyjius 
Bifliop of Alexandria, fays, 4 There was no way 

* left for us to pafs, no not the common high 
4 way, nor any paffage either by day or by night; 
4 they cried out all, and exclaimed every where, 
4 there was no other choice but dither to utter 
4 blafphemy, or be drawn and burnt at the flake. 
4 ——And that mofl dreadful faying of our fav- 
4 iour prognofticated long ago now taketh place, 
4 that if it \Vere poffible the very eled: themfelves 

4 fhould be offended. fome after they had 

4 iloutly endured torments, in the end denied 
4 Chrifl ; but others that were blefjed and valiant, 
4 as pillars or bulwarks of the Lord, being 
4 ftrengthened by him, and flout in protefting 
4 their faith, having gotten unto themfelves wor- 
4 thy conflancy and courage fufficient, became 
4 renowned martyrs in the kingdom of heaven. ** 

Again he fays, 4 What fhall I fay of the mul- 
4 titude of them which wander in the defert and 
4 wafle mountains, confumed with famine and 
4 hunger, and cold, and difeafes, fpoiled by 

* thieves, and devoured of beads, j* 

That thefe fevere, perfections were fuffered to 
come upon the church, becaufe the laws and in- 
flitution of the Gofpel had not been rightly ob- 
served, was confeffed by Cyprian, who fuffered 
martyrdom in the reign of Valeri anus between 
256 & 263 For he fays, 4 We mud underdand 
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*and confefs, that this turbulent oppreflion and 

* calamity, which hath wafted for the moft part 

* all our whole company, and doth daily con- 
4 fume it, rifeth chiefly of our own wickednefs 
4 and fins, while we w alk not in the way of the 

* Lord, The Lord obferved the will of his 

4 Father in all points, but we obferve not the 
4 will of the Lord, having all our mind and ftu- 
4 dy fet upon lucre and pofleffions, given to 
4 pride, full of emulation and dififention, void of 
4 fimplicity and faithful dealing, — -— W e fuflfer 
4 for our fins and deferts, as by the Lords ccn- 
4 fure w e have been forwarned, faying, 4 If they 
4 Jhallforfcke my law , and will not walk in my judg* 
4 merits ; if they Jhall prophane my injlitutions , and 
4 will not obferve my precepts , I will vifit their inu 
4 quities with the rod y and their tranfgrejftons with 
4 jcourges J- 

4 As touching now the crimes and accufations 
4 in this perfecution laid to the charge of the 
4 Chriftians, this was the principal. Firft becaufe 
4 they refufed to do worfhip to their idols and to 
4 the emperors ; then for that they profefled the 
4 name of Chrift : befides, all the calamities and 
4 evils that that happened in the world, as w r ars, 
4 famine, and peftilcnce, were imputed only to 
4 Chriflians ||. 

When Polycarpus avas advifed by feme of the 
magiftrates to fay Lord Cadar, he anfwered, 4 I 
4 will not condeicend to your coonfel. f* When 
Bafdidcs a ioldier, after he became a chriftian, 
was required to f\\ ear on fome occafion, 4 he at- 
4 firm’d plainly that it w as not lawful for him to 
4 fwear, for lie w'as a chriftian, §’ — And Ammo* 

^ mmm* mmm — w ■ ■ — ■ ■ mm 

$ Hift of the Ten perfecuticns p 1 jj ib. 172 
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nation , * a holy virgin, * was grievoufly tor- 
mented by the judge, 4 for that the foretold him 

* file would obey him in nothing J. 

From the conduct of thele notable perfons, it 
would Seem, that the early chriftians, at leaft feme 
of them, were not very obedient to the com- 
mands of the rulers then in being. 

After thefe fevere perfecutions under Decius and 
Valerian ended, about the year 262. the church 
is faid to have enjoyed quitnefs, for a long time ; 
lb that counting from the latter end of Valerian, 
unto the 1 9 year of Dioclefian, the peace of the 
church, — feemeth to be above 40 years 

* But as commonly the nature of all men, be- 

* ing of itfelf unruly and untoward, always feek- 

* eth and defireth prosperity, and yet can never 
4 well ule profperity, always would have peace and 

* yet having peace, always abufeth the fame ; fo 

* here likewifc it happencdwith thefe men, which 
4 through this fo great liberty and profperity of 

* life, began to degenerate and languifli unto idle* 

* nefs and delicacy, and one to work fpiie and 
4 contumely againft another, ft riving and con tend-* 

* ing amongft themfelves, — bifhops againft bifli- 
4 ops, and people againft people, moving hatred 

* and fedition one againft another ; — By reafon 
4 whereof the judgment of God, after his wonted 
4 manner, began by little and little, — falling firft 
4 upon our brethren which were abroad in warfare: 

4 But when that touched the other nothing or vc- 
4 ry little, neither did they feek to appeafe God’s 
4 wrath, and call for his mercy; but wickedly 
4 thinking with ourfelves, that God neither re- 
4 garded nor would vifit our tranfgreflions, wc 

t Eufeb. ltb, 6. ch. 40 

* Hift. of the Ten PeriVcuuo&Sj p* 207* 
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e heaped our iniquities daily more and more upon 
£ one another; and they which fecmed to be our 

* paftors, refilling the rule of piety, were inflamed 
‘ with mutual contentions one againft another. 

‘ Byreafon whereof (the wrath of God being kind- 
« led againft his church) enfued the tenth and 

* Lift perfecution againft the Chriftians, fo horri- 
‘ ble and grievous, that it maketh the pen almoft 
‘ to tremble to write upon it; lb tedious, that ne- 
‘ ver was any perfecution before or fince compar- 
‘ able to it for the time it continued, lading the 
‘ l'pace of ten years together. * * 

As it appears from the text that the opening 
of this fifth' feal was between the laft, and the 
forgoing peri'ccutions; fo it feems to furnifh us 
with another mark for fixing it between 250 and 
303. For not only had many been killed, and 
others were fiill to be killed; when this feal was 
opened; but the living creatures are alfo repre- 
fented as ceafing to utter their voice, as former- 
ly. Which feems well to agree, with the gene- 
ral defection that took place between thefe fevere 
perfections that have been taken notice of. 

This feal may, therefore, be confidered as be- 
ing fully opened about the year 262. And the cry 
of their blood, together with the blood of all the 
iaiRts that have been llain fince, may be confid- 
ered as crying, and will continue to cry till God 
lhall fully avenge his own elect who cry un- 
to him day and night, and reward the fouls of 
the martyrs with the bleffednefe .of the L. ft re- 
furreefion. And thefe events are not likely to 
be accomplifticu till the pouring out of the fixth 
vial. 


* Hid, oC Pcrfecutioris, p, ao3. See alfo Eufeb. I. 3 c, f. 
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The Sixth Seal. Rev. vL n — 17* 

And I beheld when he bad opened the Jixtb feat t 
and /<?, there was a great earthquake, and the fun be * 
tame black as fackclotb of hair , and the moon became 
as blood . And the fiars of heaven fell unto the earth 
even as a fig-tree ea/letb her untimely figs when Jhe is 
Jbaken of a mighty wind: And the heaven departed 
as a feroll when it is rolled together , and every moun+ 
tain and IJland were moved out of their places : And 
the kings of the earth , and the great men and the 
rich men, and the chief captains , and the mighty men 
and every bond man , and every free man , hid them * 
felves in the dens , and among the rocks of the moun- 
tains; and faid to the mountains and rocks , Fall on 
us , and bide us from the face of him thatfittetb on the 
throne , *nd from the wrath of the Lamb; for the 
great day of bis wrath is come , and who Jhall be able 
to Jktnd . 

The fimilitudes that appear at the opening of 
this feal, are generally fuppofed to be borrowed 
from the feenes that will appear at the general 
judgment, and are figurative of the fall of hea- 
thenifm in the Roman Empire. This being the 
fubject of the vifion, the darkening or difolving 
of what gave vigour to the fyftem, and the falling 
ofitsfeveralfupports; is reprefented by the dark- 
ening of the fun, the obfeuring of the moon, and 
the falling; of the ftars. And the dirninitive ftate 
to which the whole fyttem of heathenifm was 
brought in the empire, feems to be reprefented by 
a feroll rolled together. 

The mountains and iflands being moved out of 
their places, may fignify the alterations that took 
place *n the feveral governments and provinces 
in the empire $ which were not totally abolifhed. 
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as they will be Chap. xvi. 20. The kings and 

great men &c. hiding themfelves, may iignify the 

obfeurity to which the competitors tor empire, 

all the mighty men, and all who perfecuted the 

chriftians, were driven to, when tiiofe who had 

been periecuted, ruled over their oppreflors. 

All thefe things are reprefented as following a 
great earthquake ; and great earthquakes are 11- 
iual figures for great revolutions. 

This leal may be conlidcred as being opened 
between the year 303 and 337. It appears to have 
been fully opened about the year 3*3, when Con- 
ftantine having obtained a complete viclory over 
Maxentius declared in favour of chriilianity; and 
the effect of this feal appears to have been fully 
accompliflied, when the heathen temples were a- 
bolifhed, and heathen power put down in the Em- 
pire, about the year 331. 

The Seventh Seal. Rev. viii. 1, 2. 

And when be bad opened tbe Seventh Seal , there 
was Jilence in heaven about the /pace of half an hour . 
And I faw the feven angels which Jlood before God % 
and to them were given feven trumpets . 

The opening of this feal is noted, by a filence 
in heaven, for a fhort fpace of time ; and this fi- 
lence feems to fignify the filence that was in the 
church, in refpeft oftellimony, againft the oppof- 
ers of the authority of Chrift, for fome time after 
the fall of heathen power in the empire. And as 
this power was put down before the death of 
Conuantine, this feal may be confidered as being 
fully opened before his death, which happened in 
the year 337. 

The opening of this feal introduces a train of 
events, fome of which run into futurity quite 
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"beyond our view ; but the firft that are mention* 
cd are the filence in heaven, and the feven an- 
gels with feven trumpets. 

With refpecl to the filence in heaven, it has 
been obferved, that it feems to fignify the filence 
that continued in the church, after the fall of the 
heathen power ; io that no teftimony was given 
againft the encroachments that were made on the 
prerogatives of Chrift, and the corruptions that 
were introduced into the doctrine and ordinan- 
ces of the gofpel, till thefe had gone on for a con- 
fiderable time, and increafed to a great magni- 
tude. 

That the Chriftian emperors encroached on 
the prerogatives of Chrift, is evident from the 
power that Conftantine arid his fucceffors afliim- 
edover the church; in calling ecclefiaftical courts, 
fuperintending their proceedings, and appointing 
and depofing bilhops at their pleafure. And this 
they likely did, from an opinion that the pontifi- 
cal authority which was inverted in the emperors, 
ftill belonged to them, and that profefling chrif- 
tianity; they had a right to exctrcife all that au- 
thority over the chriftian religion, which they 
excrcifed over the heathen religion when that 
was their profcffion. 

The titles, the enfigns, the prerogatives of So- 
vereign Pontiff, which had been inftituted 
by Numa, Sc affumed by Aguftus, were accepted 
without helitation by feven chriftian Emperors * 

The unfcriptural titles, honour, and dominion 
alfo, that was given the bifhops ; and the fuper* 
ftitious regard that was paid to Relics ; were all 
congenial to the ideas of men who excerci* 


* Gibon’s Hift. Vol. 2. P, 308. 
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cifed a defpotic power over the reft of mankind, 
and faw a limilar, or higher veneration, paid to 
to the images of their predeceffors. For c how 
« eafy was it for the Chriftian Emperors in thofe 
< days to fwallow down with fweetnefs all that 
4 devotion towards the martyrs and their reli- 
4 ques, who did not difguft, but affume fuch fuf- 

* pecfced titles as thefe to themfelves, 

* SiGTH c Our Godhead , Our Divinity , wills thus 
4 and thus, ; which phrafes occur in the refcripts 
4 of Theodolius M. and Juftinian ; and is by 
4 fome noted as a kind of political idolatry . 9 * 

As thefe chriftian Emperors, befides thefe un- 
war an table titles, affumed the prerogatives of 
Chrift, in claiming and excercifing a defpotic 
pow er over all caufes, and regulating all the out- 
ward forms of worlhip ; fo they affumed a domin- 
ion over the faith of their fubje&s, For fome of 
the edicts of Theodolius runs thus, * It is our 
4 pleafure that all the nations which are governed 
4 by our clemency & moderation, ihould fteadfaftly 
4 adhere to the religion which was taught by Su 
4 Peter to the Romans ; which faithfull tradition 
4 has preferved, and which is now profeffed by 
4 the pontiff of Damafcus, and by Peter biihop of 
4 Alexandria, a man of apoftolical holinefs. Ac- 
4 cording to the difcipline of the apoftles, & doc- 
4 trine of the gofoel, let us believe the foie diety 
4 of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft; un- 
4 der equal majefty, and trinity. We authorize 
4 the followers of this doctrine to affume the tit* 
4 le of Catholic chriftians, and as we judge that 
4 all others are extravagant mad men, we brand 
4 them with the infamous name of heritics ; and 


* Or. Henry More’* Pareliponiena Prophetic*, p. 244, 
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c declare that their conventicles fhall no longer 
4 ufiirp the refpectable appelation of churches. 

* Befides the condemnation of divine juftice, they 

* mull expecl to fuffer the fevere penalties which 

* our authority guided by heavenly wifdom, 

* fhall think proper to inflict upon them. • * 

As the Emperors went beyond the bounds of 
civil rulers, on the one hand; fo the Bifhopswent 
beyond the bounds of ecclefiaftic rulen on the 
other; for, 4 Some bifhops were magiftrates, 

* fbme fenators and counfellors, fome prefidents 

* and lieutenants of provinces ; * in the reign of 
Conflantius, about the year 363 — Cyrilus bifhop 
of Alexandria about 418. befide the overfight of 
his clergy and ecclefiaftical matters, took alfothe 
government of temporal affairs — About 430. Ce- 
leftinus bifhop of Rome palling the bounds of his 
prieftly order, prefumed now to challenge to 
himfelf fecular power and authority f . Ana, * It 

* cannot be denied indeed, that the tide of uni- 
4 verfal bifhop, or patriarch, was given to the bifh- 
4 op of Rome in the year 451. in the council of 

* Chalcedon. \ 9 From all which it appears, that 
in the fourth and fifth centuries, there were very 
open encroachments made on the prerogatives 
of Chrift, and grofs deffecHons from the purity 
and fimplicity of the doctrine and ordinances of 
the gofpel ; yet no public teftimony appears to 
have been given againft thefe for a coniiderable 
time, their attention being wholly engaged in the- 
ological difputes, which were likely punned in or- 
der to get into places of honour and profit in 


* Gibon’s Hitt. Vol 3 P. if. 

4 Socrttt* Scholafticus Hift. lib. 2. cb. 23. lib' 7 » cb. 7 * 
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the church, as political difputes frequently are 
to get places of that kind in the (late. 

It may be difficult to determine the exa& time 
of the half hours lilence, lince the word c/>« hour 
is ufed in this book of Revelation, and other writ- 
ings of this apoflie, to denote certain feafons, or 
periods of time, of different duration ; and this 
lilence is not faid to be exactly a half of this fca- 
fon, what ever it may be, but about, or like, a 
half hour, or feafon \ as the word is rendered, 
John 5. 35. and 1 John 3 18. The half hours 
lilence feems therefore to denote, a lilence in the 
church as before obferved, for about the half of 
fome feafon or time noted in this prophecy. I 
lhall only mention two. Firft, the feafon or time 


between the death of Conftantine— A. D. 337 
and the abolifhing of the fenate — 569 

Which is 232 

The half of which is — — 116 

To which add 313 

They make ■ — ■ 429 

When it is probable the prophecy of the wit- 
neffes in fackcloth began. 

Second, the feafon or time between the popes 
acquiring a civil lupremacy — 756 

and the kings of England the Ecclefiaftic 1 534 

is — : ; 778 

The half of which is , 389 

To which add — — — — 313 

They make — — — 702 


When it is likely the voice of the witneflcs 
began to found high again!! apoftacy, fo as to an- 
fwer the defcription of the angel flying in the 
midft of heaven, denouncing woes to the inhabi- 
ters of the earth, under the fourth trumpet. 

Various opinions have been rormed concern- 
ing the trumpets, but that of Newton, &c. who 
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confider them as reprefenting the outward cala- 
mities which in the righteous judgment of God 
were inflicted, or fuffered to come, upon the Ro- 
man Empire, and the chriftian world in general, 
becaufe of their idolatry and impiety ; feems 
moft agreeable to the flmilitudes, and the exprefs 
defign of thefe plagues ; which was to bring the 
apoftate chriftians to repentance. Rev. ix. 20, 21. 


The Sounding of the First Trumpet. 


Rev. viii. 7. 




and fire mingled with bloody and they were cad upon 
the earthy and the third part of trees was burnt up y 
and all green grafs was burnt up. 

Bifhop Newton, fays, by this trumpet were 
principally intended, the irruptions and depreda- 
tions of the Goths under Alaric, who began his 
incurfions, 395. ravaged Greece, wafted Italy, 
and befieged Rome ; and though bought off at 
an exorbitant price, befieged it again, took and 
plundered it, and fet Are to it in feveral parts, 
A. D. 410. Philoftrogius who lived in, and 
wrote of thefe times, faith, that the fword of Bar- 


barians deftroyed the greateft multitude of men y 
and, among other calamities, dry heats, with 
flafhes of flame, and whirlwinds of fire, oc- 


pafioned various and intolerable terrors; yea, 
and hail greater than could be held in a 
mans hand, fell down in feveral places, Weigh- 
ing as much as eight pounds, Jerom alfo faith 
of fome of thefe barbarians, that they came on 
unexpectedly every where ; and marching quick- 
er than report, fpared not religion, nor digni- 
ties, nor age, nor had compaflion on crying in- 
fants; thofe were compelled to die, who had fcarce 


begun to live. So truly did they deftroy the tre& 
and the green grals together. 

This trumpet might begin to found, immedi- 
ately after the death of Tlieodolius, A. D. 395. 
in the reign of Arcadius and Honorius, his fons 
who being weak princes, new tribes of barbari- * 
ans fuccceding one another, rallied in upon the 
empire like a torrent, and fweeped every thing be- 
fore them *. 

The Second Trumpet, Rev. viii. j. 

And the fecond angel founded , and as it were a 
great mountain burning with fire was eajl into the fed 9 
and the third part of the fea became blood * 

A mountain in Scripture is fometimes ufed as 
an emblem of a kingdom ; thus the babylonian 
empire was faid to become a burnt mountain, 
when it was te be deflroyed ; and here the Ro- 
man empire, appears to be fitly reprefented by a 
mountain burning with fire caft into the fea, when 
it was confuming in the midft of the people ; the 
dominions of the empire being turned into a feene 
of blood, by the devaluation andllaughter, which 
they fullered from the nations who invaded thent. 

It is faid that after Alaric and the Goths, Attila 
and the Huns, wafted the provinces of the empire 
both in the eaft and weft, with great cruelty, a- 
bout the year 447. That flaying the inhabitants, 
and laying the buildings in aihes, he filled all pla- 
ces between the Alps and the Appenines with 
flight, depopulation, flaughter, & burning. And 
Gefneric king of the Vandals took Rome, and pil- 
laged it for eleven days, A. D. 455. 

This fecond trumpet might therefore begin to 

-* Sam. of Geo. St Hilt. P. 35* 
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found about the year 430. when thefe calamities 
which confumed the empire began to be moil vi« 
iibly feen, and fenfibly fdt. 


The Third Trumpet, Rev. viii. 10. 

And the third angel founded , and there fell a great 
Jtar from heaven , burning as it were a lamp ; and it 
fell *upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of waters , 

This fallen ftar may very fitly reprefent a fal- 
len dignity in the fyilem of the empire, and be- 
ing a great ftar, may fignify a great dignity, 
namely, the imperial dignity, which fell in the 
weftem diviijon of the empire, upon the abdica- 
tion of Aguftulus ; and this ftar falling like a 
burning lamp, is in this refpeft iimilar to the 
fall of the empire like a burning mountain. Its 
falling upon the rivers, and fountains of waters, 
may 'fignify the effect that the fall of the impe- 
rial power had on all the adminiftrations, and of- 
fices, which depended thereon, which thereby 
became dangerous to thofe who occupied them. 

The fimilitudes mentioned at the founding of 
this trumpet, feem, therefore, to agree with 
great exadtnefs, to what happened upon the ex- 
piring of the imperial power in the weft : And 
this trumpet might begin to found about A. D. 
476. when Odoacer, king of the Hernli, coming 
to Rome, ftript Aguftulus of the imperial robes, 
put an end to the weftern empire, and caufed 
mmfelf to be proclaimed king of Italy. But 
though a great ftar was thus fallen in the imper- 
ial fyftem j yet the fun and moon ftill fubfifted ; 
for Rome was ftill allowed to have her fenate, 
and confuls, and other fubordinatc officers as be- 
fore ; thefe were extinguifhed at what took place 
at the founding of the next trumpet. 
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The Fourth Trumpet. Rev. viii. 12 . 

And the fourth angel founded , and the third part 
if the fun was f mitten and the third part of the moon 9 
and the third part of the flats; fo that the third part 
of them was darkened y and the third part of them 
Jhone not , by day and by night likewife. 

The fun, the moon, and the liars which were 
darkened upon the founding of this trumpet, 
may iignify, the fenatc, the confuls, and iubor- 
dinate officers, which were fullered to continue 
fometime after the forefaid dignity fell, for Th co- 
don c who conquered and flew Odoacer, and efta- 
blifhed the kingdom of the Oftrogoths in Italy, 
changed none of the Roman inftitutes ; he re- 
tained the fenate, confuls, and all the ancient 
magiftrates, and committed thefe offices only to 
Romans. But when Longinus was fent in the 
year 560, .by the emperor Juftin II. to govern 
Italy with abfolute authority, ‘ he changed the 
4 whole form of government, abolilhed the fenate 
4 and confuls, and all the former magistrates in 
* Rome and Italy.’ This fourth trumpet may 
therefore be faid to have founded about the year 
569 ; when the fenate, which had been like the fun 
in the fyilem of the Roman government, was a- 
bolifhed, upon which all the other offices which 
derived their authority and dignity from its in- 
fluence, behoved of couife to be obfured ; like 
the light of the moon and planets, when the 
light of the fun is withdrawn. 

The founding of the fourth trumpet is alfo 
marked, by an angel flying in the midft of hea- 
ven, denouncing "woes to the inhabiters of the 
earth ; which feems to end the half hours filencc, 
mentioned veffe firft. 

£ 
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The Fifth Trumpet. Rev. ix. i. 

And the fifth angel founded, and / faw a ft ar fall- 
en from heaven , and to him was given the key of the 
well of the abyfs . 

This fallen ftar feems>to be different from that 
mentioned Chap. viii. io. for th 3 t feems to be in 
aconfuming (late like the mountain burning with 
fire ; but the key given to this fignifies the ac- 
quifition of power. "And the falling of that ftar, 
affected the third of the rivers &c. but the effects 
of this feem to be more univerfal, not being con- 
fined to a third of any thing like the former. 

This ftar feems therefore to be one of the ftars 
of heaven which had been caft down to the earth 
by the tail of the dragon ; or one of the Chriff 
ian bifhops, who had been fub verted from the 
fimplicity of the gofpel, by the earthly honours 
and emoluments, which were conferred on them 
by the Chriftian Emperors. And the ftar that 
got the key appears plainly to be the bifliop of 
Rome *, who acquired an univerfal fupremacy. A 
key is generally allowed to be an emblem of pow- 
er or authority, and many waters in this prophe- 
cy fignifies, multitudes of people and nations, 
Chap. xvii. 15. The abyfs or great deep may 
therefore lignify the great multitude of people 
and nations who united in corrupting, and yet 
profcfiing chriftianity; and the well or f'pring of 
the abyfs, may lignify the will or choice from 
whence their feveral actions did ipring. The 
key of the well of the abyfs which was given to 
this fallen ftar, and his opening the well of the 
abyfs with the key ; doth therefore moil litly re- 
prefent the fupreniacy that was given to the apof* 
tate bifliop of Rome, or annexed to that bifliop- 
rick, by which the pope has influenced the will 
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and determinations of the people of all ranks 
and conditions. This fupremacy was gradually 
acquired, and various dates have been affigned to 
it, from near the beginning of the 5th till after 
the middle of the &th Century. The moft noted 
reras are 606. when Phocas the emperor acknow- 
ledged the fupremacy of pope Boniface III ; and 
756. w hen the Pope is faid to have got the civil 
fupremacy. 

But though the fupremacy of the pope, might 
be more implicitly fubmitted to, at or after this 
time as darknefs increafed ; it does not appear to 
be any thing different in kind from what it was 
before; for about the year 708 pope Gregory III. 
excommunicated the emperor Leo, for his oppo- 
jition to die vrorfhip of images; and excommun- 
ications, bulls, and anathemas, are the weapons 
that have been ufed fince by the popes, againff 
fucli civil potentates, as at any time have been 
refractory ; Some of which have been more fuc- 
cefsful fince than at that time ; for the emperor 
Leo was fo far from being fubmiflive, that he 
banifhed the Patriarch of Conflantinople for fup* 
porting the opinion of the pope. 

After this fallen ftar had received the key it is 
faid, verfe 2. And he opened the well of the abyfs 9 
and there arofe a ) moke out of the well , as the fmoke 
cf a great furnace , and ihe fun and the air were 
darkened by rcafon of the fmoke of ihe well. 

The grofs corruption, ignorance, and fuperfti- 
tion, that arofe from the influence of the pope’s 
fupremacy over the minds of the people, are fit- 
ly re pr dented by the fmoke of a great furnace. 
And as thefe increafed, the pope’s afccndancy o- 
ver the minds of the people became more ftreng ; 
fo that they became the willing inferuments of 
cruelty and pcrfecuticn, againft all that they de- 
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creed to be heretics; and an excommunicated 
king or emperor, was in danger of being deferted 
of all his fubje&s, and denied attendance by his 
domeftics. For inftances of papal ufurpation 
and haughtinefs, fee Dr. Newton on prophecy, 
Vol. 2. P. 357. &c. 

Such a ftate of ignorance, fuperftition, and 
prophanity, as enfued upon the excercife of the 
popiih fupremacy, was truly a woful ftate. But 
as fpirtual evils are generally but little felt,efpe- 
cially when carnal views and defires, become 
molt prevalent in the mind ; judgments that af- 
fect outward enjoyments, are frequently inflict- 
ed or fullered to take place, that fear may be a- 
wakened, which may excite that enquiry which 
leads to repentance. And as phyiical evil, is the 
native offspring of moral evil ; fo woes of a dif- 
ferent kind, iprang out of the darkneis of the a- 
poltacy. 

The agents by whom thefe woes were inflict- 
ed, are reprefented by the following limilitudes, 
Ver. 3. And there came out of the f moke , locufts up - 
on the earth , and unto them was given power at the 
fcorpions of the earth have power . 

Locufts are fometimes compared to a great ar- 
my, as Joel 2. 7, 8. and a great army is compar- 
ed to locufts or grafshoppers, as Judges. 6. 5, — 12. 

And here they may fignify the armies of the 
Saracens, which might be faid to come out of 
the fmokc, as they arofe to fupport a doCtrine, 
which had its rife from the corruption and ignor- 
ance, occafioned by the popiih apoftacy. 

Their having power as the fcorpions, may fig- 
nify that as afeorpion ftings, but does not devour 
with its mouth; fo they would invade, but not 
deftroy the governments of chriftian kingdoms- 
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Their not hurting the grafs , neither any green 
thing neither any tree ; hut only thofe men who have 
not the feal of God on their foreheads ; may indicate 
that as their wars were chiefly for the propaga- 
tion of the Mahometan religion, their aim was 
not to hurt individuals fo much in their civil 
property, as to eftablifli their principles among 
them, in oppofition to the eftablifhment of a cor- 
rupted chriilianity that had taken place. Or, that 
their oppofition was not directed fo much again!! 
the moft ferious chriftians, whofe principles 
agreed beft with the word of God ; as again!! 
thofe who were the leaders and fupporters of the 
apoftacy, again!! whom they contended with ar- 
guments as well as arms. An anotator on ver. 8. 
fays, 6 But thefe words ( as appears from the 

* text I have quoted ) evidendy refer to the 

*■ fpecious pretences by which they advanced their 

* religion, and the fagacity and Jlrength of reafon y 

* for which they are peculiarly noted to have valu- 

* ed themfelves.'— Furthermore, Mahomet y — with a 

* good natural wit , a fweet voice , and a courteous 
‘ difpoJttion y to men of all conditions, efpecially 

* to the chriftians whom he pretended mightily 

* to favour, and forebade to be forced from their 

* religion ; But above all the great zeal which 

* he mewed again!! images and idolatry.* They 
were permitted to prevail, the fame author ob- 
ferves, ‘ by the juft judgment of God, as a pun - 
c ijhment upon the chriftians for their great fup- 
c perftition and idolatry ; ami that the belief of the 
f U nity of the Godhead and of his abhorrence of imag - 

* es might be kept up in the parts of the chiiftian 

* world, where the apojiacy had fo mightily in- 
‘ creafed.* 

Thofe who had the feal of Cod: having their 



tresfure in heaven, and their life being hid with 
Chrift in God ; could not be hurt in thefe , by 
the invafions of the Saracens ; but thofe who had 
not this feal, having their portion in this life ; 
would feel themfelves exceedingly hurt by thefe 
calamities. It being given or permited them, 
that they Jhould not kill the men which had not 
the feal of God on their foreheads, but that they 
Jhould be tormented Jive months . May lignify that 
they were not to overturn the governments of 
the popiih kingdoms, which is a political death ; 
but that they were to torment them for a feafon 
or feafons, analagous to the feafons in which lo- 
cufts and fcorpions are laid to be moil active to 
hurt plants and animals. 

The five months are fuppofed to agree to the 
Saracens, in fundry refpe&s. 

Firft as it is in the fummer months that locufts 
deftroy the productions of the earth, fo it was in 
thefe months that the Sarecens made their inva* 
lions. 

Second, it is fuppofed to fignify the time which 
the Saracens continued to torment or difturb the 
peace of the chriilian nations ; in allufion to the 
time that locufts are faid to live or continue a£l- 
ive> which it is faid, naturalifts have obferved to be 
five months. And as five months are twice men- 
tioned, namely in the 5th. & 10th. verfes, twice 
five months allowing 30 days to each month, 
will make 300 days which in prophecy general- 
ly fignify fo many years. 

It is faid that after the death of Mahomet 632 
his fucceffors made fvvift and prodigious con- 
qucfts, overrunning Perfia, Syria, Egypt, and 
Palaftine in a very tew years, fo that about 729 
they had extended their arms into india, beyond 
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the bounds of the Roman empire ; about 643 they” 
invaded Afric, and from thence they fell 'into 
Spain about 711, which they conquered in two 
vears ; and about 716 overran feveral parts of 
France, till about 738, when they were totally 
vanqurnied and beaten out of thofe parts by 
Charles Martel ; but as their empire is faid to have 
increafed till 746. They might therefore con- 
tinue to harrafs the chriftians fometime longer 
in the caft Sc louth, foasto make 150 years from 
the firfi invafions they made on the chrjftian$ 
in thofe parts. 

Again about the year 830 they in felled Italy, 
and pillaged Rome itfelf ; and continued to tor- 
ment them in thefe parts, till they were beaten 
out of them by Otbo about 98c, who 'was called 
the death of the Saracens. 

This made another period of 150 years, 
agreeing with the z months. After this their 
empire is faid to have declined, till an end was 
put to it, by that of the Turks, about the year 
1057. fee Mr. Brightman on the place. 

Their torment being the torment of afeorpion 
when he ftriketh a man ; may fignify, that as a 
fcorpion torments by peircing the natural body, 
fo the faracens torrhented by penetrating the po- 
liticalbodv. 

Men feeking death, and death fleeing from 
them ; may lignify that it would have been more 
delirable, to the nations they harralsed, to have 
been made provences of their Empire, and there- 
by enjoyed peace; than to be continually torment- 
ed with their invafions. 

Their being like horfes prepared to battle, and 
having crowns of gold on their heads ; may fig- 
nify their warlike appearance, and fuccefcful 
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victories. And their faces like men, may fignt« 
fy, the rational manner in which they argu- 
ed againft the corrupt tenets and practices of the 
apoftate chriflian churches, then eftablifhed by 
the papal and civil fupremacy. 

Their hair being like the hair of womtn, may 
fignify their inhnuating addrefs, And their teeth 
being as the teeth of lions, may fignify, that not- 
withitanding all their pretences, they had Hill 
the beaftial form and property 

Their having a king over them, and his name 
being expreffed in the Hebrew tongue abadon & 
in the Greek tongue apollyon , Is very characteris- 
tic of Mahomet their firft leader, and feveral Ca- 
liphs who fucceeded him ; for as thefe names,' 
* fignify the fame in both languages, i. e. a de- 
ftroyer; fo both Palaftine and Greece, the ancient 
refidence of the Hebrews and Greeks, were fin- 
ally overcome by their deftm&ive doctrine and 
wars. 

This fifth trumpet, appears therefore to have 
founded loudly about the year 757 when the fu- 
premacy of the pope became dreadful to kings, 
and the power of the Saracens alarmed the na- 
tions; but I now think it might begin to found 
about 714, or fooner, as the darkhefs of popery 
had, before that time become very grofs, and the 
armies of the Saracens were then become very 
numerous, and formidable. 

The Sixth Trumpet. Rev. ix. 13, 14. 

And the Jixtb angel founded , and l heard a voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar, which is before 
God , faying to the fixth angel which had the trumpet , 
Loofe the four angels which are bound in the great ri- 
ver Euphrates 
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The voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar may fignify, the voice of divine power, 
manifefted in the univerfal adminifti ation of 
Chrift ; the altar being an emblem of Chrift, and 
the four horns an emblem of univerfal power. 

And tills voice commanding the four angels 
to be loofed, who were bound in , or rather by, the 
great river Euphrates, may fignify the withdraw- 
ing that reftraint which had confined the domi- 
nion of the Turks to the north and eaft of that 
river. 

Their being calLd four angels agrees with 
what is faid of the ftate of their kingdom before 
they pafifed the Euphrates, and the manner in. 
which they were commanded afterwards. For 
in an embafly from the Scythian Turks to Juft- 
in Junior about the year 570. the turkifh ambaf- 
fadors being afked the ftate of their kingdom, 
they faid, that the chief power was indeed folely 
in their king, but that their kingdom was divid- 
ed into four principalities ; and at their moil me- 
morable palling the river Euphrates, they were 
under the command of four captains. 

Their being prepared, or preparing for an hour 3 
or a feafon , as the word is fometiines rendered, 
even a day a month and a year to de/iroy the the 
third part of men , may fignify the time or feafon 
between their extending their power beyond the 
Euphrates, & their taking Conftantinople, which 
put an end to the Grecian empire, called the 
third kingdom in Daniel, and which was alfo one 
of the three divifions of the Roman Empire, fo 
that it might be called the third on either, or 
both of thefe accounts. And a dav, a month, 
and a year, reckoning each day a year, make 395 
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or 396 years, which agrees with the time be* 
tween 1057 when they put an end to the Sara* 
cen empire, which had confined their dominion 
beyond the Euphrates ; and their taking Conitant- 
inople in- the year 1453, which put an end to 
the* Greek empire, the political death of which 
may be called the killing of the third part of men, 
as the Greek empire may be called this third as 
has been obferved. 

It may here be obferved further, that the judg- 
ments which came upon the empii e under the 
feals, are (aid to affedt the fourth part of the 
earth, the imperial feat being then in Rome, the 
capital of the fourth kingdom in Daniels pro- 
phecy ; but under the trumpets a third part is 
generally mentioned, which feems much to fav- 
our the fenfe that has been given of thefe ex* 
preflions. 

What is further faid of the array of horfemCn, 
and the fire, fmoke, and brimftone, that ififued 
from them, feems to be very defcriptive of the 
numerous cavalry in the Turkifh armies, their 
poliihed armour, and the difcharge of fire arms* 
which are (aid to have been firft ufed by them* 

The difcharge of fire arms on horfe-back hav- 
ing the appearance of fire and fmoke and brim- 
ftone ifiuing from the mouths of the horfes, is 
fitly reprefented by that fimilitude; and the 
great guns drawn by their horfes, may be figni- 
fy’d by the heads at their tails, with which they 
did hurt. 

This trumpet might therefore begin to found 
about the year 1057 when the Turks took Bag- 
dad the capital of the Saracen empire. After 
which making themfelves mailers ofPalelline, 
they laid the chriftian pilgrims under fuch heavy 


contributions, and titrated them in other refpefb 
fo harlhiy, as to give rile to the croilades* . 


The Seventh Trumpet, Rev. xi. 15, 16. 

And the feventh angel founded f , and there were 
great voices in heaven , faying the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Chrijl , and he jhall reign through the ages of the ages . 

And the four and twenty elders , who fat before 
God on their thrones , fell upon their faces and wor- 
f lipped God • % 

It may be more difficult to know the time of the 
founding of this, than the foregoing trumpets; 
as the events fignified by what the apoftle heard 
and faw at the founding of this trumpet, feem 
not as yet to have appeared. 

The great voices that were heard at the found- 
ing of this trumpet, faying, the kingdoms of this 
worlds are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chrijl ; feem to indicate, that it will not found 
till at lead fix of the vials be poured out, as it 
does not appear that all the kingdoms of this 
world will fubmit to the government of God till 
the events fignified by thefe are accomplilhed. 

And as the feventh day was appointed for a 
fabbath of reft, fo it is very native to think the 
feventh trumpet ihould begin with a fabbath of 
Tcft, from the oppreffion of kings, and the nolle 
of war, which have fo long diftui bed the world. 

Thefe conliderations might induce us to fup- 
pofe, that the feventh trumpet will not found, 
till the commencement of the Milenium ; were 
it not for fome others, that feem more certainly 
to determine its founding to begin before the 
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fxmring out of the firft vial. Such as, Firfl, the 
voice of this trumpet contains woes to the inha- 
bited of the earth as well as the two foregoing ; 
which feems clearly to determine its founding to 
begin before the vials are poured out, by which 
the wrath of God is finiflied, againft thofe who 
live under, & fupport earthly conftitutions. The 
woe of this trumpet will furely be paft, as to the 
inhabiters of the earth ; when the earth (hall be 
full of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the fea ; and when right- 
eousnefs and praife fhall fpring forth before all 
people, as Ifa. ix. 11. & lxi. u. 

Second, the appearance of the elders fitting on 
$/»orv< thrones before God, Rev. xi. 16. feems to 
lignifv that the founding of this trumpet, will 
precede, or begin with the excercife of that di- 
vine government, before which all antichriftian 
governments will fall like dagon before the ark 
of God; and this appears to take place before “the 
vials begin to be poured out. For thofe who 
pour out the vials, come out of the temple, Rev. 
xv. 5. and as the vials deftroy all antichriftian 
power; thofe who pour out the vials muft be the 
fame with the ftone that fmites the image and ut- 
terly deftroys it, Dan. ii. 34, 35. or the faints of 
the mofl high, who fliall take the kingdom and 
poflefs it; and to whom judgment fliall be giv- 
en. as Dan.vii. 18, 22. 

Third, it is alfo agreeable to the order of the 
former ftmilitudes, that the feven vials fhould 
be included in or follow the feventh trumpet, as 
the feven trumpets are included in or follow the 
feventh feal. 

Fourth, as to the expreflion, the kingdom of 
ibis world , are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 



and of bis Chrijl , the word tymro rendered 
are become , is exprefled in an indefinite tenfe; 
and may either be rendered are become, are be- 
coming, or will become, as the fenfe may require; 
and whenever this^trumpet founds, with the be- 
gining of a divine government, among the rifen 
witnetles, the kingdoms of tfiis world will begin 
to become the kingdom of God, or it may be faid 
they are becoming his kingdom. 

Fifth, as to the feventh beginning with a 
fabbath of reft, this may be true in a fenfe ; for 
the work of the witnefles will then be very dif- 
ferent from what it was before. And they will 
reft from the bondage and oppreflion under 
which they formerly laboured. 

The opening of the temple of God, is one of 
the events that are mentioned at the founding of 
this trumpet. Rev. xi. 19. and it is faid again. 
Chap, xv, 5. the tabernacle of the teftimony in 
heaven was opened, before the vials were pour- 
ed out; and the opening of the temple feems not 
unfit to fignify the commencement of the work 
of a fabbath, w hich began with killing the fa- 
crifices. 

The founding of this trumpet feems therefore 
to begin with the right excercile of civil and re- 
ligous government, conftituted according to the 
word of God ; iignified by the elders fitting be- 
fore God on their thrones, and the opening of 
the temple of God in heaven. And as the op- 
ening of the temple here, and the cleanfing of the 
fanctuary in Daniel, appear to refer to the fame 
thing ; the line of time that is there laid down, 
may perhaps be our beft guide as yet, (w'hilc 
appearances may be uncertain), to lead us to the 
time of the founding of this trumpet 
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This line of time is in Dan. viii. 14. And is 
thus expreifed in our tranllation, Unto two thoufi 
and three hundred days, then Jhall tbefanctuary be 
clean] cd. But would be more agreeable to the 
Hebrew thus, U nto the evening of the morning Jhall 
be two iboufand three hundred days , when the fan ft - 
nary Jhall be ceianftd. What remains then is to 
know the time when this number began, and 
what fpace mav intevveen between the evening 
unto which this number reaches, and the morn- 
ing when the fan&uary will be cleanied. From 
the queftion in the foregoing: verfe, this line of 
time appears to commence with the vifion which 
is recorded in this chapter ; for it is there faid 
bow long , or unto w hat time fliall be the vifion . 

Now the vifion which the prophet faw, was a 
ram, 2. he goat, &c. which the angel told him fig- 
nified the kingdom of the Medes and Perfians, 
the kingdom of the Greeks, and the kingdom of 
the Romans, which was to rife after the divided 
Hate of the Grecian kingdom ; the kingdom of 
the Romans is particularly defcribed as a king of 
fierce countenance, by which the holy people 
'were to be deftroyed, which has moft literally 
and evidently agreed with the character and ac- 
tions of the Roman empire. And as the deftruc- 
tion of the holy people, was a forrowful vifion 
to the prophet, and filled his heart with faint- 
ing*. he is again affured of the truth of the vifion 
of the evening and morning, which was told him, 
ver. 26. The vifion of the evening and morning which 
was told is true. 

The beginning of the 2300 prophetic days or 
years, feem therefore very plainly to begin with 
the empire of the Medes and Perfians, which is 
generally fuppofed to have been about 534 or 
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4*6 years before the chriftian aera. Supponng 

then the - 2300 

to begin before the chriftian xra — 534 
It will reach to the y ar -■■■ ■■■ — 1766 
And (houid the evening have commenced a- 
bout this time, another prophetic number in Da- 
niel may be examined, to lee how far any know- 
ledge may be obtained concerning the morning 
that is to fucced this evening. 

It is faid Dan. xii. * 1 . And from the time that 
the daily facrijice Jhall be taken away and the atom • 
ination that makctb defolate Jet ‘up, there Jhall be a 
tboufand two hundred and ninety days. The word 
Jacrfice is a fupplement both here and Dan. viii. 
13. and in both places the word rendered daily 
feems to denote the continual, or conftant fuc- 
ceflion of earthly powers, which was the fubjedt 
matter of the vifion, and this fucceffion might be 
faid to be taken away when an end was put to 
the imperial power in the Roman empire, in the 

year 476 

To which add the ■ — 1290 

It alfo reaches to 1766 

This therefore feems alfo to end at the even- 
ing ; and confequently the number in the next 
verfe, Dan. xii. 12. may reach to the morning 
when the fanctuary will be cleanfed ; for it is faid 
BlelTed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
thoufand three hundred and five and thirty 

days. If then to 476 

Be added ■ ■ ■■■ ■ *335 

It will reach to — 1811 

About which time the i'aoctuary may proba- 
bly be cleanfed, or the temple of God opened, 
and the feventh trumpet begin to found, in the 
dawn of that bleffed morning, in which upright 
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men (hall have power over unjuft oppreffors J 
The reformation from popery has been con iider- 
ed by fome as the morning liar; and the late re- 
volution in America, may perhaps be the dawn', 
of that morning. The abolifhing of the honour- 
ary titles among the laity and clergy, agrees ve- 
ry remarkably with the fall of the 
aptyoruf names of men , by the earthquake that 
preceeds the founding of the feventh trumpet. 
Rev. xi. 13. THe feven thoufand names of men 9 
as the text, literally reads, may very fitly fignify 
the unofficial titles of honour and nobility, 
that the vanity and pride of men has invented 
and created; together with thofe of reverend, 
viorfhipfulj holinefs , and facred , that has been con- 
nected with office, from the fame principal. And 
the length to which this principal may car- 
ry men, is particularly deferibed Ila. xiv. from 
the 12. to the 15 verfe. 

The founding of this feventh trumpet, will 
be a dreadful alarm to all who oppofe the king- 
dom of God ; and will be terrible to the kings, 
of the earth, and their princes, who combine a- 
againft Jehovah and his Chrift ; for the vials of 
bis wrath that will foon follow, will fall with 
pain on the heads of thofe who affume his tides, 
ufurp his prerogatives, violate his law, and op- 
pofe his government. 

Of the Time of the Vials. 

As the fuffering ftate of the witneffes ap- 
pears to end with the founding of the feventh 
trumpet ; fo prophetic time appears to end with 
that event alfo. The revelation of prophetic 
time, feems to be intended for the comfort of 
the faithful, in the times of fuffering and trial# 


( 49 ) 

which they fall under, as a puniflunent of fin, 
or for the trial of their faith and patience. The 
firft time of this kind, which we have recorded 
in the holy feriptures, is the 400 years which the 
feed of Abraham were to ibjourn in Canaan and 
iEgypt. The next is the 70 years captivity. 

And as God forefaw the Jews would not im- 
prove their deliverance from the captivity, fo as 
to recover their former freedom ; and that the 
new Teftament Church would pafs through a 
long train of fufferings before they attained the 
right enjoyment of the privileges of his kingdom j 
fo he hath revealed the time or times, during 
which both the old and new Teftament church 
were to be under the power of their enemies/ 

As therefore prophetic time appears to end, or 
as no mention is made of any meafure for the 
time between the founding of the feventh trum- 
pet, and the beginning of the Millenium, and 
the events have not yet taken place, that will mark 
the pouring out of the vials, the time that may be 
taken up by them, appears to be very uncertain* 
But as it has been a very general opinion that 
the Millenium will begin with the 7000th. year 
df the world, or about the end of A. D. 1 000, 1 
have peprefented them as poured out between the 
founding of the 7th. trumpet and that time ; tho' 
it is probable it may be much longer, before the 
events that interveen between the founding of 
the 7th trumpet and the Millenium be all accom- 
plilhed. 

There is another thing that appears doubtful 
with refpect to the vials, and that is whether all 
the feven or only fix will be poured out before 
the Millenium commence. "When they are called 

G 


( 5 °. ) 

the feven laft plagues , and it is faid that the wrath 
of God tv ocvraic tTtktv$n is jinijhed by 
them; it feems very ftrongly to indicate, that no 
wrath will be manifefted; nor plagues inflicted 
after they are all poured out : Confequently the 
laft of them muft remain to be poured out at the 
laft judgment. On the other hand when it is 
faid that no man was able to enter into the tem- 
ple till the feven plagues of the feven angels were 
fulfilled ; it would teem, that they behove all to 
be poured out, before the privileges of the fanct- 
uary be fully enjoyed; or thp church enter into 
the full pofleffion of the privileges of the Millen- 
ial ftatc. 

The words, however, are fo exprefs, and af- 
firm fo directly, that thefe are the laft plagues, 
and that in or by them the wrath of God will be 
€r£xe;57f jinijhed; that they cannot be otherwile un- 
derftood without much force or violence being 
done to their moft natural meaning. Neither is 
the difficulty about none being able to enter in- 
to the temple till they be finiffied, much remov- 
ed by fuppofing them all to be poured out before 
the Millenium; for the cleanfing of the fanctuarv 
mentioned in Daniel, and the opening of the 
temple which is twice mentioned in Revelation, 
feem plainly to imply the manifeftation or enjoy- 
ment of religious privileges, before the vials are 
poured out. And it is alio evident that the an- 
gels or agents who pour out the vials had enter- 
ed, or been in the temple before they begin to 
pour them out ; for they come out of the temple 
having the feven plagues, Rev. xv. 6. Since, 
therefore the temple is acce liable by the faints 
before the pouring out of the vials; may wx not 
fuppofc that they arc excepted, when it is laid 
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that no man, or rather «wS«c no one was able to 
enter into the temple till the feven plagues of the 
fcven angels wcrefinlfbed ? And if fo, 

then the declaration, that no one was able to en- 
ter into the temple till the feven plagues were fi- 
nifhed, is a declaration, that no one who fhall 
then be found in a hollile oppofition to thegovern- 
ment of God will be admitted into the enjoy- 
ment of the privileges fignified by the temple, till 
the ends of the vials be aceompliflied in them ; 
which is the ftaining of their glory, and the hum- 
bling of their pride. For as there was no en- 
trance into the tabernacle of old, till the appoint- 
ed facrifices were made; fo every imagination & 
high thought thatexalteth itfclf againft the know- 
ledge of God, and every human invention or 
earthly conftitution that oppofeth his govern- 
ment adminiftered by Jefus Chrift, muft be fa- 
crificed or brought down by the appearance of 
his judgments, and manifeftations of wrath, in 
the pouring out of the vials before there can be 
an entrance into the temple ; though it be o- 
pen to all who are humbled, and reconciled to 
God. 

The temple of God, in which his glory will 
appear during the pouring out of the vials ; will 
likely be to the church and the world, as the 
pillar of cloud and fire was to the lfraelites and 
the Egyptians : Being dark and terrible to the 
powers of the world ; but giving light and joy, 
to the church. 

IJpon the whole, I lhall, therefore, without 
being pofitive, confider only fix of the vials as 
being poured out before the commencement of 
the Millenium ; and as the firft four trumpets de- 
stroy the dominion of the laft of the four beafts 



that were feen by the prophet Daniel, Chap, vii. 
fo the firft four vials appear, to deftroy the domi- 
nion of the laft of the three beads that were feen 
by the apoftle John, Rev, xii. and xiii. 

The First Vial. Rev. xvi. 2. 

And the firjl angel went forth and poured out his 
vial upon the earth ; and there fell a noifome and 
grievous fare , upon the men which bad the mark of 
the beaft , and upon them which worjhipped his 
image, \ 

This vial appears chiefly to affect the domi- 
nion of the laft bead mentioned Rev. xiii. 11, 
—18. from fundry particulars. 

1. That bead rifes out of the earth; and this 
vial is poured upon the earth. 

2. That bead caufes all men to receive its 
mark ; and this vial caufes a noifome and grievous 
fore upon the men who have its mark, 

3 That beaft caufes an image to be made to 
the firft, and requires all men to worfhip the im- 
age ; and this vial affects alfo the men who wor- 
ftnp its image. 

This vial being poured upon the earth may 
fignify that the conftitution of the government 
represented by the laft beaft will be affected there- 
by, the earth being a fit emblem of a conftitution. 

Its affecting the earth may alfo fignify a dimi- 
nution of worldy intereft and earthly granduer, 
which earth may alfo fignify ; and a dimunition 
of thefe will be very noifome and grievous to 
thofe who have devoted themfelves to the fup- 
port of the government, and enjoyed great emo- 
luments from its profperity. 
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The Second Vial. Rev. xvi 3. 

And the fecond angel poured out his vial upon the 
fea ; and it became as the blood of a dead man , and 
every living foul died in the fea . 

Thele iimilitudes may fignify the general ftag- 
nation that will take place, among the people, 
and the extinction of all the feveral offices that 
were excercifed among them, for fupporting the 
earthly power that has long opprefled mankind. 

The Thied Vial. Rev. xvi. 4. 

And the third angel poured out bis vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters and they became blood* 

This may fignify the ftagnation that will alfo 
take place among the rulers, who conduit the ad- 
miniftrations which fpring from human confu- 
tations; and the overthrow they will receive, 
when they refill the authority of God, or that 
adminiflraion which flow's from that conilitutioa 
of government revealed in his word. 

And I beard the angel of the waters fay * Thou art 
righteous 0 Lord who art, and wajl> and Jhall be ; 
becaufe thou hajl judged thus': For they havejhed 
the blood of faints and prophets , and thou bajlgiv* 
them blood to drink ; for they are worthy . ver. 5, 6. 

An angel literaly fignifies a meffenger, and wa- 
ters are ufed in this prophecy to fignify peoples ; 
the angel of the waters may therefore ugnify the 
meflage, agency, or addrefs of the people, ac- 
knowledging the righteous judgments of God. 
Judgment being returned unto righteoufnefs all 
the right hearted will follow alter it ; and the 
people it would feem, will as it were in a joint 
addrefs, acknowledge their own guilt, and the 
righteoufnefs of God’s judgments. And the o- 
ther out of the altar that fays, \er. 7. Even fo. 




Lord God almighty , true and rightcoufs are thy judg- 
ments, May intimate that the acknowledgment 
of the people will be attended with another from 
the faints, who may then receive them into their 
communion, expreffing alfo an approbation of 
the righteous judgments of God, manifeited in 
the pouring out of the foregoing vials. 

The Fourth Vial. Rev- xvi, 8. 

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
fun ; and power was given unto him to fcorch men 
with fire . 

As the founding of the fourth trumpet dark- 
ened the fun in the fyftem of the Roman govern- 
ment, fo this fourth vial is poured upon the fun 
in the fyftem of this government. From which 
it would feem that what is analogous in this to 
the Roman fenate, will be diflolved or changed 
by this vial. Men being fcorched with great 
heat, as Ver. 9. may fignify the fervent zeal with 
which truth and the character of God will be af- 
ferted, and the pain it will give to earthly mind- 
ed men, who harden themfelvcs in wickednefs 
and blafpheme the name or character of God, 
when they fhould fubmit to his gracious govern- 
ment. 

The Fifth Vial. Rev* xvi. 10, 

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the 
feat of the beaft ; and his kingdom was full of dark - 
nefs, and they gnawed their tougues for pain. 

The word rendered feat, is Sporor a throne , a feat 
of government or authority ; and this vial being 
poured thereon, upon which it becomes full of 
darknefs ; may fignify that the foundation of ail 
earthly authority and government, will be fo 



fhaken by this vial, that the whole fyftem will be 
deranged and thrown into confufion. And the 
bead that rofe out of the earth having gone into 
perdition bv the foregoing vials, as Rev. 17. 11. 
this will fall on that which rofe out of the fea, 
which had been moil univerfally admired; but 
muft alfo .come to an end under this vial. Yet 
notwithftanding the increaling light of the gof- 
pel, and the manifeftation of the gracious go- 
vernment of Chrift, the king of righteoufnefs and 
peace ; fome it l'eems, will ftill continue obftinate, 
in laying we will not have this man to reign o- 
ver us, and inftead of repenting, will blafpheme 
God becaufe of their pains and their fores, as 
Rev. xvi 11. 

The Sixth Vial. Rev. xvi. 12. 

And the Jixth angel poured out his vial upon the 
great river Euhpratcs , and the waters thereof were 
dried up that the way of the kings of the eajl might 
be prepared . 

Euphrates is the name of a great river in the 
call, among the flreams of which ancient Baby- 
lon was built ; and it was the caftern boundry of 
the dominion of the old Teft ament church. The 
name of rhis river in the Hebrew tongue is ex- 
preifed by mu a word that appears to be de- 
rived *from ms which lignifies to break or to 
fquee ze. It may therefore fitly lignify a defpo- 
tic adininftration which breaks the reftraint of 
God’s law, and fqueezes the people by oppreffion. 
And the drying up of the water, may fignify the 
people’s ccafing to fupport that adminittration, 
upon which the defpotic governments ‘which 
have long lubfifted in the eall mull fall. The 
way of tlie kings of the call being thereby prp- 



pared may indicate, that the fall of thefe govern* 
ments, particularly the turkifh empire, will tnake 
way for the Jews and Ifraelites, the ancient king- 
dom of God,'to return to their former inheritance ; 
or that the diminilhing of thefe will make way 
for the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
nefs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
being poffefled by the people of the faints : W 1 o 
may be called kings, as they (hall reign with 
Chrift ; and kings of the call, as they are the 
. morning dawn, or firft fruits unto God and the 
Lamb, in the millenial kingdom. 

But as under the foregoing vials, fome inftead 
of being humbled fo as to give glory to God, 
will blafpheme his name, fo under this, when 
antichriftian power is diffolving under all its 
forms, it feems, inftead of yielding to the go- 
vernment of God, there will be a general conte- 
deracy to oppofe it. For it is faid, ver. 13, 14. 
/ faw three unclean fpirits , like frogs, come out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beajl , 
and out of the mouth of the falfe prophet; for they are 
the fpirits of devils working miracles , which go forth 
unto the kings of the earth , and of the whole world , 
to gather them unto the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty. The defign and iiTue of this confe- 
deracy or gathering, is more fully reprefented 
Rev. xix. 19, 20. And I faw the heafl and the 
kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war againfi him that fat on the horfe , afid 
againjl his army; and the beaji was taken , and with 
him the falfe prophet that wrought miracles before 
him, with which he deceived them that had reecivcd 
the mark of the beajl , and them that worfhipped his 
image; Thefe both were cajl alive into the lake offirt 
burning with brimjlone • 
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Thefe being thus taken and deftroyed, ana 
their attendants ilain, as Rev. xix. 21. and 
the dragon being bound as Chap. xx. 2. Right- 
eoufnefe and praife will then fpring forth before 
all people, and Jehovah will be king over all the 
earth and his name one. Then alfo the prayer 
of the fouls under the altar will be anfwered ; 
and the fouls of them that have been beheaded 
for the word of God and the teftimony they 
held, who have not worftiipped the beaft nor his 
image ; being fet on thrones, and made priefts 
and kings, lhall live and reign with Chrift in 
that blefied and happy Rate of his kingdom. As 
Rev. xx. 4. 

The feventh vial is poured into the air, which 
may fignify, that the effects of this vial will be 
univeiial, fo as to affect all the dominion of the 
prince of the power of the air , the fpirit that now 
works in the children of dif obedience ; who at the 
laft judgment will be condemned to the fire pre- 
pared for him and his angels, when wicked men 
and devils will fuller one common punifhment, 
in the lake of fire and brim/lone which is the fecond 
death . The great voice out of the temple, 

faying it is done , at the pouring out of this 
vial. Rev. xvi. 17. is very fimilar to the voice 
pronounced by him who fits on the throne at the 
laft judgment. Chap. xxi. 6. And be faid unto me 
it is done . 

The mention of thunders , a great earthquake , the 
divifion of the great city , and great baby Ion coming 
into remembrance before God , &c. after pouring out 
of this feventh vial, may be a rehearfalof events 
that had formerly taken place ; which is not un- 
common in hiftorical narrations, and therefore 

H 



( 58 ) 

can be no way improper in prophetic revelations 
and therefore can be no way improper in pro- 
phetic revelations. We have an iofiance of this 
'i Kings xi. 1 9, 20. And they brought down the king 
from the houfe of the Lord , and be fat on the throne 
of the kings ; and all the people of the land rejoiced , c r T 
the city was quiet. And they Jlew At halt ah with 
the fwordj bejide the kings boufe. ‘It is plain from 
the forgoing verfe, that Athaliah was flain be- 
fore Joafli lat pn die throne. See alio Jud. vi. 
24 — 26. 


A fliort account may now be given of the 
three bealts, or modifications of the one beall, by 
which the government of God is oppofed ; and 
will be utterly deflroyed at laft, by the manifeft- 
ations, of his righteous judgments. 

And firft of the dragon Rev. xii. 3. There 
appeared another wonder in heaven , and behold a 
great red dragon , having feven heads and ten borns 9 
and feven crowns upon bis beads . 

The dragon is generally understood to figni* 
fy the imperial power in the Roman Empire ; 
and being in heaven, may fignify, its having eftab~ 
liflied its authority w hereGod had eminently dif- 
played his glory, and where he had made the 
light of his tiuth molt eminently to lliine, or a- 
mong thofe perfons, w hom he called to be his 
witnefses, and fet for a light to the world. It 
was a great wonder that a church was formed u- 
pon the doctrine of the apoftles, and purged fo 
far from earthly corruption, as lhe is represented 
ver. 1. confidering the llrong prejudices both of 
the Jews and Gentiles, and the grols corruptions 
into which they both had funk. And it was al- 
fo a wonder that perfons enjoying the light of 
reafon and revelation fliould fuller fuch a defpo- 


tic and oppreflive power to fubfift among therm 
In the war that there was between Michael and 
his angels; and the dragon and his angels, in the 
time of the feuls, tho’ the blood of the faints was 
filed like water, yet they overcame by the blood 
of the Lamb and the word of their teftimony ; 
for the imperial power was at length expunged, 
and the fenate itftlf, which was generally con- 
iidered as the vital part of the Roman govern- 
ment, at laft totally abolifhed. And iince the fall 
oftlie Roman Empire, imperial government, whe- 
ther heathen or Mahometan, has had no place a- 
mong thofe who ha ve enjoyed the greateft mani- 
feftation of divine light ; which may pehaps be 
fignified by his place being no more in heaven. 

The joy in heaven, or among the faithful, that 
took place at the fall of the dragon, has been 
much darkened, and even turned into mourn- 
ing by the rife of another devouring beaft ; fo 
that their cafe has been much like thofe to whom 
it was faid of old, Ifa. xiv. 29. Rejoice not thou 
whole Paleftina , becaufe the rod of him that fmote 
thee is broken ; for cut of the ferpents root Jhall come 
forth a cockatrice . That the next bead was of the 
fame kind, or only a different head of the fame 
beaft, or a different modification of the fame 
power appears from what is fgid of the dragon 
perfecuting- the woman, and making war with 
the remnant of her feed, after he is caft out. 

Second, Of the beaft like a leopard, Rev. xiii. 
I, 2. And I Jlood upon tbs fand of the fea , and faw 
a beaft rife up out of the fea , having feven heads and 
ten horns , and upon his horns ten crowns , and upon 
bis beads the name of blafphemy . And the beaft 
'tobich I faw was like unto a leopard , and his feet 
vere as the feet of a bear , and kU mouth as the 
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mouth of a lion . And the dragon gave him his pow- 
er f and fyoror throne , and great authority* 

As the dragon .appears to reprefent the earth- 
ly power, that has always oppofed the govern- 
ment of God ; fo this beaft like a leopard appears 
to reprefent the fame power, under a different 
modification. That like a dragon, reprefen ts 
earthly power under the influence of paganifm ; 
this like a leopard, the fame power under the in- 
fluence of popery. The dragon appears chiefly 
intended to reprefent the heathen power in the 
Homan Empire, which perfecuted the prima- 
tive church ; and at the fame time to give a ge- 
neral reprefentation of earthly power, under all 
the heads and horns that have directed, or fhall 
direct, that power againft the witneffesfor truth, 
from the days of Mizzeraim and Nimrod, till the 
battle of Armagiddon. And the beaft like a 
leopard, appears chiefly intended to -reprefent the 
fame power as modified under popery ; and at 
the fame time, to fhew Its famenefs with that re- 
prefent ed by the dragon, all the former heads 
though fallen and diminifhed, are brought into 
view. 

Though the dragon and this beaft agree in 
in the number of their heads and the number of 
their horns, they differ as to the manner of wear- 
ing the crowns ; for the dragon !ias the crowns 
upon his heads, but this bcatt has them upon 
his horns. This diftinction agrees exactly with 
the different Hates of government, under paga- 
nifm and popery ; for while paganifm had the 
afccndency in the empire the government was- 
adminiftered by the imperial authority, under 
which as a commop head, the fyftem of religion 
and civil policy was united ; this had been the 
caib under &11 the five heads or monarchies that 
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had fallen before the Roman Monarchy arofe 
to its hight ; but when the popifh fupperftition 
got the afcendency, the government was admini- 
ftred feparately by the powers of the feveral king- 
doms into which die empire was divided, foon 
after chriftianity became the eftablifhed religion, 
and the popifh fuperftition and fupremacy be- 
came the head, in which religion and civil poli- 
cy was united. 

The field in which this beaft acts may be con* 
fidered as beginning with the divilion of the em- 
pire among the three fons of Conftantine, after 
which the chief feat of the Empire was removed 
to Greece, the third kingdom in Daniels prophe- 
cy and reprefented by a leopard Dan. vii. 6. 

This field of action may be confidered as wid- 
ening with the increafe of the kingdoms that u- 
nited in acknowledging the popes fupremacy. 

The dragon giving this beaft his power and 
his feat, and great authority, was moft literally 
the cafe, when the power that had been excer- 
cifed by the pagan rulers was transferred to the 
popifh, and Rome which had been the feat of the 
emperors, became the feat of the popes. 

It is alio faid of this beaft that one of his heads 
was wounded or flain to death, and his deadly 
wound was healed. Rev. xiii. 3. This feems 
to be the fixtli head that was wounded to death, 
or the heathen power which was deftroyed in 
the Roman Empire under the fixth feal ; but 
which was healed by a reviving of the fame pow- 
er, and the cxcercife thereof under the popifh 
conftitutions, as the feventh head. So that the 
world by wondering after this beaft, and rever- 
ing his power, worfhipped the dragon from 
whom lus power was derived, ver. 4. 
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His fpeaking great things and blafphemies ; 
is characteriftic of the great enchroachments 
that have been made on the prerogatives of 
Chrift, and the oppofition that has been (hewn 
to the word of God as the only rule of faith and 
and pra&ife 

His continuing , or rather as it is in the Greek, 
making war forty and two months, feems to be 
a prophetic revelation of the time that the wit- 
nefies were to fuller under this beaft. Or the 
time that the place where this beaft excercifed 
his power would continue to be the theatre, 
where the conteft between the witneffes for 
truth, and their oppofers would be chiefly carri- 
ed on. For as the place of the dragon was the 
theatre of war between the witnefles for truth, 
and their oppofers, for about 500 years, after 
which it was transferred to the place of this 
beaft ; fo the place of this beaft was the theatre 
where the fame war was carried on 42 months*, 
after which it was transferred to the place of the 
beaft that arofe out of the earth. 

Forty two months or rather moons, at 29 days 
each make 1218. and at 29^ they make 1239. 
Now if t2 18 be added to 313 or to 316 w hen 
the heathen power fell, 1218 1218 

It will make 1531 or 1534 

The firft is the very year that Henry 8th. 
claimed the pope$ fupremaev, and the laft is 
the year in which the fupremaev was confirmed 
to him and his fucceflors by act of parliament. 
And if to 325 

when the clergy and Emperor framed 
articles of faith, be added 1239 

It makes 1564 

about which time the popes fupremaev was alfo 
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rejected in Scotland ; for in the year 1560 the 
pope’s authority was abrogated by act of parlia- 
ment, which aft was, alfo ratified and approven, 
by the parliament 1567. 

But when the proteftant kingdoms divefted 


the pope of his ufurped fiipremacy, they did not 
reftore it to the rightful owner ; but veiled it 


in the perfons of their kings, which gave rife to 
the other beaft, deferibed Rev, xiii. 11— ri8 


And / beheld another beaft coming up out of the earth 
and be bad two boms like a lamb , and be Jpake as a 
dragon . And be exeercisetb all the power of the jirtl 
loeajl before him , or tremor a vtm in bis pr fence 9 
and caufeth the earth and them that dwell therein 
to worjhip the JirJl beaft whofe deadly wound was 
healed* 


This beaft is expre&ly called another, in dis- 
tinction from that deferibed in the former part 
of the chapter ; fo that thofe who fay this Sc the 
former, are one and fame, do exprefsly contradift 
the plain words of the text. Therefore as the for- 
mer fignifies a mode or conftitution of govern- 
ment different from the heathen form, lignified 
by the dragon ; fo this fignifies a mode or con- 
ftitution different from the popifh, lignified by 
the beaft like a leopard. Neither will the char- 
after of this beaft agree with the mahometan 
power; for that has not a milder appearance 
than the popilh, the power of the pope is not ex- 
cercifed thereby, it has made no image of pope- 
ry, nor does it caufe popery to be worshiped ; but 
in the conftitution and adminiftration of proteft- 
ant governments, all thefe may be clearly feen. 

1. That the proteftant governments are more 
mild than the popilh, will generally be acknow- 
ledged by all proteftant s, and tltftt the Ikitilli go- 
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vcmment in particular, is the mildeft and beft, 
papifts themfelves feem to confefs : The fimili- 
tude agrees therefore, well with the proteftant 
governments which differ from popifh, as the 
horns of a lamb from the teeth ora lion; 

'•v ' ■ 

a The power of the pope as head of the church 
has been excercifed by proteftant kings and queens 
ever fince the reformation. This power was for- 
mally vefted in the king of England in the year 
1534. when it was ena&ed, That the king was 
the fupreme head of the church, and the firft 


fruits and tenths were given to him; this pow- 
er he excercifed before the pope, and in oppofi- 
tion to his bulb, when the bifhops took out com- 
miffions from him, impowering them to ordain 
and execute the epifcopal function ; and the fame 


power, has continued to be excercifed by the 
kings of Britain, in various ways ever fince. 

3 The hierarchy, form of worfhip; and ob- 
fervation of holy days, eftablifhed by the royal 
fupremacy, bear a great refemblance to thofe of 
popery ; ( as is very fully fhown in Dt Laune’s 
Plea for the Noneonformifts ,) and is therefore a 
real image of the firft beaft. 

4. That the beaft like a leopard is worfhipped 
as much by thofe who pay a facred regard to 
the relicts of popery in proteftant conftitutions, 
as the dragon was worfhipped by thofe who paid 
a facred regard to the relics of paganifm, in the 
popifh, is certainly true. 


The dragon is as exprefsly faid to be worfhip- 
ped under the reign of the firft beaft, Rev. xiii. 
4. as the firft beaft is faid to be worfhipped un- 
der the reign of this, ver. 12. Therefore as 


thofe who adhere to the popifh conftitutions, are 
faid to worfhip the dragoii, in confequeace of the 
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pagan rites and tenets that are in thele conftittt* 

tions, though they profefs an abhorance of pa- 
ganiitn ; fo thole who adhere to protellant conili- 
tutions,are faid to worlhip the firft beaft, in con- 
fequence of the popilh rites and tenets that are 
in proteftant conllitutions, though they profefs 
an abhorance of popery : For as per lb ns may pro- 
fefs to know God and deny him by kicked 
works; fo they may profefs to deny fuperftitmn 
and error and yet cleave fall to both. 

There are feveral other circumftances that 
prove, or tend to prove, that the proteftant con- 
ftitutions that were eftablilhed upon the reform- 
ation from popery, are fignified by the beaft that 
is laid to rife out of the earth, having two horns 
like a lamb, and fpake as a dragon. 

i. As to the time of its rife. 

It was before obferved that the firft beaft was 
to have the power of making war againft the 
witneffes 42 months, and that thefe at 29 years 
each, a day being put for a year, reach from the 
fall of the heathen power about 313, to 1531. a- 
bout which time the popilh power fell in Eng- 
land. And as there was an interval of above 80 
years from the (hock that was firft given to hea- 
thenifm by the victory of Conflantine 313, to 
its fuller fupprelfion by Theodollus 395 ; fo 
there was above 80 years from the fhock that 
was firft given to popery by the preaching of 
Luther 1517, to the gun powder plot 1605, when 
further proviiion was made for the fuppreflion 
°f popery. So alfo, as in the firft of thefe inter- 
vals paganifm was revived for a little time in 
the^ reign of Julian, fo in the laft popery was re- 
vived tor a little time in the reign of queeja 
JVlary. J 
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t As thofe who held the teftimony of Jefus in 
popilh countries were protected from the perfe- 
ction of the pagan powers, by the rife of the 
firft beaftj fo the witneffes who have held the 
teftimony of Jefus in proteftant countries have 
been prote&ed from the pei locutions of papifts 
lince the rife of the fecond. And as the church 
of Rome became the head of the church which 
make up the body of the firft ; fo the kingdom 
of England became the chief, and in fome re- 
fpect the head of the kingdoms which make up 
the fecond. Thus, when the proteftant princes 
of Germany formed a league for the defence of 
their religion and liberties 1531, and invited the 
kings of England, France, Denmark, &c. to join 
them, they were w filing to declare the king of 
England the head and protector of the league*. 

3. As die fecond beaft not only caufed an im- 
age to be made to the firft, but caufed the image 
to be worlhipped alfo, and that under pain of be- 
ing put to death, Rev. xiii. 15. fo a form of 
worlhip and church government was not only 
framed in confequence of the fuprcmacy veiled 
in the crown, but acts of uniformity were alfo 
pafted, requiring all to pay a facred regard to 
the eftablifhed forms. 

Thus when the fupremacy was redacted, the 
act of uniformity palled loon after, in rlje reign 
of queen Elizabeth about the year 1559, which 
laid a foundation for perfecuting diilenters more 
or lefs ever after that time, who in 1572 forfeok 
their parifh churches and federated from tin' 
church of England. After James acceded to 
the crown of England 1603, a proclamation was 


• Encyclop. under Reformation. 



iffued enforcing the act of uniformity, where- 
upon about 49 minifters were deprived for rcfuf- 
ingto conform. In the reign of Charles I. 1630. 
Dr. Leighton, a Scotfman, had his ears cut off 
and his nofe flit, for publilhing, An appeal t$ the 
parliament , or, a plea ogahijl prelacy . And the 
great numbers that were killed for the teftimony 
which they held againft the fupremacy, in the 
reigns of Charles II. and his fucceflor, make a 
cloud of refpectablc witnefles ; that under the 
appearance of a Iamb -like innocence, there was 
a ferpents tongue in the Britifli government, 
commanding the moft faithful in the land to be 
killed. Which agrees exactly with what is laid 
of this bead having horns like a lamb and fpeak- 
ing like a dragon. 

4. This fecond beaft being mentioned as the 
laft that is to rife to oppofe the witnefles, it muft 
be the fame with the little horn in Daniel. 

Before that little horn three horns are faid to 
be plucked up by the roots ; which agrees with 
the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland being united in one. And its looks are 
laid to be more flout than its fellows; which a- 
grees well with the rank which the power of thefe 
united kingdoms hold among the nations; which 
though little in extent, have been itrong in war. 
The looks of the Britifli government has long 
been more flout than its iellows, and it has ap- 
peared remarkably lb in the two laft wars it has 
been engaged in. In the laft it could look in the 
lace, anddifplay a hoftile banner againft the com- 
bined powers of France, Spain, Holland,' and 
thole who had been its fubjccts in America; and 
though it failed in the attempt, to hold the A- 
nicrican friends of liberty under its power, yet 
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It maintained the ftruggle, Angle and unaflifted, 
to the admiration of all beholders. And the ft out 
appearance it lately made, fo as to awe jits moft 
powerful neighbours into peace, after they ap- 
peared to have gone a confiderable length in 
hoftile preparations, doth ftill further domonftrate 
its agreement in this refpect, with the little horn 
whofe looks were more ftout than its fellows. 

Now as the tranfition from paganifm to popery, 
and from popery to proteftanifm, has been the 
effects of increasing light, which has produced 
more liberality and humanity among the nations^ 
it may be expected that a further increafe of di- 
vine light will make all nations, and all orders 
of men, fee their intereft in promoting the good 
of one another ; fo that oppreffion and violence 
lhall ceafe among men, and thenoife of war {hall 
no more difturb the nations. 

How far the late revolution in America, may 
contribute to this defirable end, time will belt 
difcover; but the eftabliftiment of a fociety there? 
for political enquiries, to advance the fcience of 
government, and promote human happinefs has 
a favourable appearance. And the Philofophic 
and Philanthropic Dr Franklin being prefidcnt of 
this fociety at its firft eftablilhment, is no unfav* 
ourable circumftance. 

The fpirit that prevails in Scotland for a re- 
formation of government in the Burghs, and in 
France for the rights of the people; feems ftrong- 
ly to indicate the approaching fall of defpotifm, 
in all its various modes. 

And the publications of the fociety for conftit 
tutional information, may be a mean of promot- 
ing political knowledge and a fpirit of enquiry r 
vhich may terminate in a difeovery of that form 
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of government revealed in the word of God : The 
'perfection, excellence, fimplicity, and fuitable- 
nefs of which to promote human happinefs; will 
be found to exceed in a furprizing manner and 
degree, what the generality of mankind have im- 
agined. 

In the mean time, the exhortation of the a- 
poRle Paul to the Romans, after deferibing the 
nature and end of that adminftratioii of govern- 
ment, which God hath ordained in his word ; de- 
fences the attention of all, efpecially of thofe who 
pray in faith, that the kingdom of God may 
come, and that his will may be done, in' earth as 
it is in heaven; Rom. xiii. 11 — 14. And that 

knowing the time , that now it is high time to awake 
out of Jleep; for now is our falvation nearer than 
when we. believed. The night is farjpent , the day 

is at hand; let us therefore cajl of the works of dark - 
nefs y and let us put on the armour of light. Let us 
walk honejlly as in the day , not in rioting and drunk - 
ennefs , not in chambering and wantonnefs 9 not in 
frife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jefus 
Chri/l , and make no provijionforthe JleJh to fulfil the 
lulls thereof. 

Thofe who fubmit to the government of God 
in their hearts, may be happy in the worft of 
times ; and thofe w’ho will not fubmit to him, 
will be miferable in the bell. For he will keep 
them in perfect peace, whofe minds are Rayed 
upon him # ; but there is no peace to the wick- 
ed j-. 
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H EAR this all people far and near f 
great kings and rulers all ; 

Of eartluy power and carnal pride, 

God has declar’d the fall* 

The book the Lamb has opened, 
important truths unfold. 

The fcenes the opening feals difdos’d 
as facts now pad are told. 

The trumpets founding loud alarms 
woes after woes do bring 
On thofe who truth corrupted have 
and war’d ’gainft Chrift the king. 

The vials of wrath pour’d out at laft* 
will quite deftroy the power j 
Of all his combin’d enemies 
who do the earth devour. 

The monftrous beafts that rifen have 
will then all difappear 
And all who peace and truth do love, 
will then live without fear. 

For then Jehovah fhall be king, 
o’er all the earth he’ll reign # ; 
Through Jefus raifed to his throne f , 
the Lamb that had been llain. 


* Ztch. xir. 9 . f 1 Pet. iii. 32. 
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The knowledge of his glory then* 
the earth throughout lhall fill # * 

And righteoufnefs and peace alfo, 
maintain always he will f . 

The earth with joy lhall own his reign, 
and all the ifles be glad § ; 

When righteoufnefs and praife fpring up || , 
and wickednefs is fled { . 

O may his kingdom quickly come, 
and may his power appear ; 

That all may to his feeptre yield 
and to liia voice give ear. 


* Ifa. xt. 9. f Pfal. lxxii. 7. § Pfal. xewi. I.j 
t ifa. hi. 11. ± Pfal. evii. 42 
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To the E X P L AN A T I O N of the 

SCHEME. 


The monarchies, figftified by the feven heads 
of the great dragon, are fuppofed to begin, conti- 
nue, and end, as in the following table. 

A. M. fignifies the year of the world, B. C. 
before the Chriftian JEra; only the numbers that 
have * before them, are after it. 


HEADS IBEGAN I Con- ENDED. 

I AM | B.C. I tinu. AM | B C 

1. jEgypt, 1816 2188 1858 

2. Aflyria. 1945 2059 1453 

3. Babylon. 3398 606 70 

4. Perfia. 3468 536 205 

5. Greece. 3673 331 282 

6. Rome. 20 cc 40 206 

7. Pppilh K. I 4341 *337 I 

% 

> 

> 


3 6 73 33 1 

1 7-^8 606 

I 3468 | S3<5 

3 6 73 33 1 

3955 49 

434i *337 


